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A GROUP OF SAINTS 


Saga of Saints, by Sigrid Undset (Long- 
mans Green & Company). 

Stages on the Road, by Sigrid Undset 
(Alfred A. Knopf). 


St. Thomas Aquinas, by Gilbert K. Ches- 
terton (Sheed & Ward, Inc., N. Y.) 

The Greatest Saint of France, by Louis 
Foley (Morehouse Publishing Co.) 

Everyman’s Book of Saints, by C. P. S. 
Clark (Morehouse Publishing Co.) 


Why this sudden revival of interest in 
the saints? Is it that we are beginning to 
turn again to the old idea of holiness? We 
have thought of the good man as one who 
was honest; fearless on all occasions; 
happy, cheerful in disposition; unselfish to 
the extreme; radiating helpfulness and in 
general, one who gave the atmosphere of 
sincerity. But now the Catholic idea of 
sainthood is quite different from all that. 
It carries with it the idea of holiness, of 
sanctity, of other-worldiness, of asceticism. 
Especially is this latter attribute—the de- 
liberate foregoing of bodily comforts and 
pleasures, such as food, sleep and warmth, 
in themselves perfectly innocent avoca- 
tions. Now it is difficult for the practical 
English mind to appreciate any discipline 
of this sort which does not make directly 
for efficiency. But the asceticism of the 
saints is pursued for its own sake even 
more than for discipline. It is the desire 
to share the sufferings of Christ which 
makes St. Francis Xavier go barefoot 
through India, St. Bernard endures almost 
intolerable cold on one meal of herbs in 


Editor’s Note: This, we regret to 
say, is the last manuscript furnished 
by our good friend, Dr. Lynch, be- 
fore his death. Beginning next 


week, we are expecting these reviews 
to be written by Rev. Dr. Chas. S. 
Macfarland, General Secretary Emer- 
itus of the Federal Council of the 
Churches. 


twenty-four hours. Is it the shifting of 
emphasis on what makes the good man 
that calls for this new interest in saint- 
hood? Have we thought of the saints too 
much as like Charles Kingsley’s idea of 
sainthood—the Englishman who pays his 
debts, treats his tenants kindly and is 
generous to a fault, or as Cardinal New- 
man thought of the saint as St. Anthony— 
the Egyptian nobleman who never ate 
more than once a day and then bread and 
water, slept on the bare ground and “What 
poor man came, tired of poverty, and when 
he saw and heard him did not despise 
wealth and console himself with his pov- 
erty.” Perhaps it is the fact that we 
admire what we have not—we have no 
saints of the kind in these books—admire 
what we are not, for we are not certainly 
of this kind. While we are going on our 
good, steadfast, humdrum way France is 
producing St. Therese of the Little Flower, 
but it is the English and Americans who 
read about her and admire her. 


Of all the countries that we would asso- 
ciate with Roman Catholicism, Scandinavia 


is perhaps one of the last. But in spite 
of the fact of the sturdy nature of its 
Protestantism at present, there was a time 
when Catholicism was widespread. Among 
the Catholics today who stand out promi- 
nently is Sigrid Undset. Everybody knows 
her as the author of “Kristin Lavransdat- 
ter,” one of the outstanding novels of the 
past few years. Brought up a Protestant, 
passing from that into Paganism, she sud- 
denly became a Catholic. She was so happy 
in the new faith that she immediately set 
out to share it with her countrymen. Seem- 
ingly the best way was to show them the 
greatness of the faith was to let them 
know the kind of men who founded it and 
the type of men it produced. ‘Consequent- 
ly she has just written the “Saga of 
Saints” (Longmans Green & Co.), which 
tell of “The Coming of Christianity to 
Norway”—written both for the benefit of 
her own people and the English-speaking 
people of the world. This is a great con- 
tribution to religious literature, but it also 
shows the heroic stuff of which the foun- 
ders were made. This chapter—about one- 
sixth of the book—is followed by graphic 
sketches of St. Zunniva; St» Olaf, Nor- 
way’s King to all eternity; St. Hallvard; 
St. Magnus; St. HEystein, Archbishop of 
Nidaros; St. Thorfinn, Bishop of Hamar; 
Father Karl Schilling Bernadite. It is 
thrilling reading, the battle between Odin, 
Thor, and Freya—evil spirits who had to 
be killed. Christ must have Norway for 
His booty and, if some victims of the 
strife preferred baptism to execution, yet 


(Continued on Page 23) 


FACING FOREIGN MISSION DAY 


“That the Epiphany season be set apart as a season for spectal missionary study, 
prayer and giving.”’—Action of General Synod, 1914. 
Edited by REV. ARTHUR V. CASSELMAN, D.D., Secretary 


WATCH THIS PAGE 


As if in response to Dr. Leinbach’s 
editorial, “Fall in Line,” in last 
week’s “Messenger,” the Foreign 
Mission Day procession has started. 
In the first working week of the new 
year there came to the office of the 
Board of Foreign Missions a pledge 
of $5,000, two checks of $1,000 each, 
a pledge of $500, a check for $300, 
and various other gifts ranging from 
$100 to $5, totaling approximately 
$10,000. Certainly an auspicious 
start for Foreign Mission Day. The 
line ‘is forming. Fall in! 

Last week the Secretary of the 


Board of Foreign Missions received 
from his brethren in the ministry 
more gracious letters, filled with 
notes of encouragement and assur- 
ance of loyal co-operation for For- 
eign Mission Day, than he has re- 
ceived in any other similar number 
of days since he became Secretary. 
There is increasing evidence that the 
pastors are lining up enthusiastical 
ly back of this Foreign Mission Day 
effort. 

“The resources of God are prom- 
ised to those who undertake the pro- 
gram of God.” 


GRACE AND GRIT 


Note. Here is an extract from a letter 
just received from Mrs. George R. 
Snyder, written from Yochow, China, un- 
der date of December 8, 1934. Since I 
have phrased the above caption I am re- 
minded that Mrs. Snyder’s name is Grace, 
but I think T’ll let it stand anyway. 

—A. V. C 


“T am expecting George to wire me per- 
mission to return to Changteh and prepare 
to start back over land to Shenchow—to 
get there before Christmas. . . I don’t 
know whether anyone but Mr. Snyder, Mr. 
Bucher and myself will try to return to 
Shenchow at this time, inasmuch as the 
direction of the main army of the Com- 
munists has not yet taken them beyond 


endangering Shenchow. . . . It looks bad 
for our work just now, but we are still 
hopeful. . You'll be hearing from us 
when we get somewhere. A winter trip 
over the West Hunan hills isn’t a lot of 
fun, but our endurance is fairly good.” 


TO AMERICA VIA JAPAN 


A note received from the Treasurer of 
California Classis reads as follows: “En- 
closed herewith is my check for $40, which 
amount represents an offering for your 
Board on the part of the First Reformed 
Church of San Francisco, California, Rev. 
Sohei Kowta, minister.” 

Of course, everybody knows—or ought 
to—that the First Reformed Church of 
San Francisco is a Japanese congregation, 
the fruit in America of Foreign Missions 
in Japan. 


A RAY OF CHEER 
By Dr. D. B. Schneder 
As the years go by, every now and t 
“rays of cheer” come to me in the form > 
of information about North Japan Pifer 
graduates in whose lives the 
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GIVE OUR YOUNG PEOPLE A CHANCE 


How slow we are to realize that “new occasions teach 
new duties” and that “time makes ancient good uncouth”! 
We refer frequently to the fundamental and far-reaching 
changes that are taking place all about us. We appear to 
realize that we are living in a rapidly changing world. But 
we are so reluctant to replace outworn methods in dealing 
with youth with those which have some appeal today. Or 
is it that we are ignorant or indifferent about what to do to 
readjust our young people’s programs to meet modern 
needs? 

There are those who despair utterly about youth. They 
feel that young people can no longer be interested in relig- 
ion because of the ever-growing number of other claims 
being made upon them in a distracted world. There was 
a time when life was centered more in the home and the 
Church. In contrast to this simpler and more secluded 
type of life there are so many more distractions today 
educational, social, recreational, to claim the energy and 
interest of young people. Yet in spite of all these, young 
people are still interested in religion and will respond heart- 
ily to the right kind of leadership. 

Anyone who has had anything at all to do with our 
denominational summer schools and camps of religious edu- 
cation has no doubt at all about the response of youth to 
the challenge of religious and spiritual values. The direc- 
tors of our schools and camps, the members of the teaching 
staffs and the counsellors, are unanimous and enthusiastic 
in their testimony about this. You need but read the en- 
thusiastic reports and comments of the young people them- 
selves in their school and camp publications to be convinced 
of it.. It is significant too that the schools and camps were 
more largely attended this past season than ever before. 


What can be done in school and camp can be done in 
the local congregation. All that the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation and the Synodical and Classical leaders hope to do is to 
point the way. Forward-looking pastors and leaders of 
young people will be enthusiastic about the rewarding re- 
sults of a challenging program for young people. The 
Church of the future will be what we make it to be in the 
type of leadership we are seeking to develop. Let us give 
cur young people a chance! —Henry I. Sranr. 

Hood College 


“CHRISTIAN YOUTH BUILDING A NEW WORLD” 


Four years ago, the Protestant denominations co-oper- 
ating in the International Council of Religious Education 
established the custom of adopting common emphases in 
young people’s work. First it was, “The Liquor Question,” 
then “The Economic Question,” then ‘‘Christ in the Modern 
World.” The new emphasis, more comprehensive and 
ambitious than its predecessors, is “Christian Youth Build- 
ing a New World.” 

Cynics might smile at the way in which hundreds of 
foung men and women are talking earnestly about— 


Me 


Developing a program of personal religious living. 
Helping other young people be Christian. 

Assisting in bringing about world peace. 

Working to help solve the liquor problem. 

Helping to build a Christian economic order. 
Providing a constructive use of leisure time. 

Being Christian with other racial and cultural groups. 
Preparing for marriage and home life. 

Developing a Christian type of patriotism. 


Nee) OS HOA BOL ae 


Those who look rather indulgently on the enthusiasms of 
youth might shrug their shoulders when they hear one 
youth after another exclaim, ‘““We cannot stop with talk. 
Something must be done!’ But those who take seriously 
the purpose of the Church to create “a new heaven and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,” will applaud 
and aid this earnest, enthusiastic effort to change the world. 

It is worthy of notice that the young people who adopt 
the new emphasis for themselves and their groups, realize 
pretty clearly that they are entering a long campaign, and 
that they themselves must be renewed in spirit and in life 
if they would be at all successful in helping to renew 
society. Perhaps they have still to learn how much their 
success depends on the sympathetic co-operation of their 
elders. For this young people’s emphasis is in reality a 
challenge to the whole Church of Christ to throw itself 
energetically into the actual business of following a Master 
who said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.” 


A large, beautiful poster, duplicating the design on the 
cover page of this issue, a small pamphlet entitled, “Our 
Share in Building a New World”, and a four-page folder 
called “A Service of Commitment,” may be secured at 
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nominal cost from the Board of Christian Education. Other 
materials will be available in the near future. Our hope 
is that large numbers of our Churches will study the possi- 
bilities of this brave emphasis, “Christian Youth Building 
a New World,” and put it at the heart of their young 
people’s program. i. DAW: 


ok * * 


SHALL WE ABOLISH THE SUNDAY SCHOOL? 


Yes, if after intelligent study, we are convinced that it 
is not serving a useful purpose. No organization, whether 
in the Church or out of it, should be permitted to survive 
which is demonstrated to serve no good purpose. Judged 
by this criterion many Sunday Schools as at present organ- 
ized could well be abolished. The Kingdom of God might 
be much farther advanced if they were. 

But is abolition the only answer? By no means. For 
what most Sunday Schools need is reorganization, modifica- 
tion, transformation. Ministers and religious leaders in 
general need to face the task of determining what the func- 
tion of the Sunday School really is. Once this is deter- 
mined it should be organized to fulfil that function. 

Now it is conceivable that the function of the Sunday 
School may not be exactly identical in all communities and 
under all circumstances. But people being as they are and 
Church organizations being pretty much the same the world 
over, it is apparent that there is need for some provision 
in the Church set-up for what may be termed education 
in the Christian life—that is, education in a specialized 
sense: leading persons out, raising problems for them which 
they for one reason or another fail to recognize, and sug- 
gesting ways of solving such problems once they are recog- 
nized; in other words, helping persons to grow more effec- 
tively toward the realization of the Christian ideal in their 
lives. 

The function of the Sunday School has always been just 
that. The Sunday School became a part of the Church 
organization because it was felt that the religious needs of 
persons could not be adequately met without some such 
institution. Materials and methods have changed in the 
century and a half since the Sunday School was first intro- 
duced into the Church, but its purpose is still the same. 
We use different lingo and, if we’re wise, different ap- 
proaches; but we’re still concerned with helping people 
grow in the Christian life. And many of us are con- 
vinced that this cannot be done through the preaching ser- 
vice alone, nor through the preaching service plus young 
people’s meetings, missionary societies, and the like. - All 
such organizations and functions have their place in the 
total program of the Church, but there is yet need for 
something more—a school in the real sense of the word, 
where persons in small groups, arranged according to age 
and experiences, can, under expert guidance, learn in ways 
adapted to their needs and interests what is implied in the 
Christian way of life. And, what is more, can have the 
opportunity insofar as possible actually to put into practice 
what they learn. 


To be sure, there are difficult problems in connection 
with conducting a modern Sunday School. Duplication of 
effort should be avoided. The Sunday School should not 
attempt to do what is being well done in some other organ- 
ization of the Church. Integration of activities is prob- 
ably one of the most pressing tasks before the Church, and 
a task which must be faced frankly by the Church as a 
whole. 


Then, too, there is the problem of overcoming the natural 
inertia (laziness is perhaps a better term) of the human 
animal. It is a common excuse that people have too much 
to claim their attention and therefore a decrease in the 
number of church obligations strikes a responsive chord in 
the hearts of many. But if the Christian life is worthy of 
achievement we might as well make up our minds that it 
is not going to be realized without serious and strenuous 
effort on the part of all who are interested in seeking to 
achieve it. 

The problem of securing expert guides (teachers, if you 
prefer that term) is always a difficult one. But there are 
ways of solving even so difficult a problem. In the success- 
ful Sunday Schools that I know the minister is usually 
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the one who has taken the initiative in this respect, and 
properly so. Teachers can be trained and people are will- 
ing to be trained. If ministers want good teachers for 
their Sunday Schools they must be determined to see that 
adequate and continuous training is provided. The reason 
so many Sunday Schools have failed to do a good job, and 
why some persons advocate abolishing them, is because the 
teaching staffs are so terribly inefficient. 

Most of the Sunday Schools I know do need modifica- 
tion, but I do not despair of the task. I wish it were pos- 
sible to make real schools of them. I wish we might so 
tie them up with the so-called preaching service of the 
Church that there would be provided a continuous experi- 
ence of at least three hours every Sunday, as a result of 
which all growing Christians from the nursery group to 
the octogenarians would have a vital experience in wor- 
ship, in instruction, in inspiration, and in practical activity 
that would be truly educational. If this could be accom- 
plished on a large scale throughout the Churches of the 
land I am sure there would be occasion for much rejoic- 
ing in heaven. —FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER. 

Ursinus College ees 


SCORE ANOTHER FOR REPEAL 


The great American Juggernaut is proceeding. The 
figures for 1934, just recently given out, show 35,000 
deaths from motor cars, an increase of 5,000 over 1933, 
while no less than one million people have been injured 
in automobile accidents during the past year. Though a 
part of this increase may be charged to ever-increasing 
speed, it is generally conceded that much of it must be 
attributed to drunken driving. From all parts of the coun- 
try reports indicate that this has been increasing by leaps 
and bounds. Philadelphia is setting a good example in 
imposing a three-year prison term upon all who are con- 
victed of operating an automobile while under the influence 
of liquor, and in the December term of court alone no less 
than 40 men in this city received the three-year sentence. 
Although rumor has reached us that some of these sentences 
were later commuted through political and social influence, 
nevertheless, the gesture has been a wholesome one and 
the practice of imposing long prison terms on such culprits 
should be extended. It would appear as if the arguments 
of the Wets are being “sunk without trace.” 

A few weeks ago the redoubtable H. L. Mencken con- 
tributed an article on “A Year of Legal Liquor” to The 
Nation, in which he sought in his usual dogmatic fashion to 
convince his readers how much better off we are under 
Repeal than we were under Prohibition. His article was 
so reckless in its statements, however, that even the Editor 
of The Nation, Mr. Oswald Garrison Villard, who has 
never been accused of being a Dry, has undertaken to reply 
to Mr. Mencken. He cannot allow the article to pass un- 
challenged, he says, because it seems to him so utterly in- 
accurate and one-sided, ‘an unfortunate playing down of 
the tremendous evils which have followed the reinstatement 
of the sale of liquor.” 

“Tn his effort to portray that all is well with the drinking 
world,” says Mr. Villard, “he deliberately refrains from 
printing any of the figures as to increased drunkenness, se 
clearly evidenced in the alarming increase of drunken 
drivers of automobiles.” The Dallas, Texas, Journal also 
points out editorially that Mr. Mencken’s article “is delight- 
fully devoid of statistics—and increasingly full of Menck- 
enalia.” There is no reason to question the figures of the 
Travelers Insurance Company, and others, which report 


that arrests for intoxication in New York, for example, 


have increased no less than 23 per cent since repeal, while 
the number of drunken drivers who come into contact with 
the police has increased, since repeal, 25 per cent in New 
York, 37 per cent in Massachusetts, 100 per cent in Rhode 


Island, 42 per cent in the District of Columbia, and 77 per 


cent in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Villard calls attention to the statistics which show 
that the bootlegging trade in liquor is today about equal 
to the legal. The total amount expended for strong drink 
runs into staggering figures. In Pennsylvania the State 
Stores have just reported sales of over $41,000,000 during 


1934, with a net profit of over $5,000,000. Mr. Mencken uh 
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says that the national appetite is moderate. The Chicago 
Daily News, which was never accused of being a friend of 
Prohibition, frankly admits after one year of repeal in 
Illinois: “So far as the year’s results may be judged from 
experience, none of the promises of the enthusiasts for 
repeal have been fulfilled. The saloon is back, liquor is in 
politics, bootlegging continues, drinking has increased, un- 
employment is worse, the revenue returns to the State 
treasury are far below the estimates of 1933, and the cost 
of fighting the illicit traffic is still burdensome. In other 
States similar conditions are reported.” 

Mr. Villard’s word to Brother Mencken, therefore, is: 
“The situation is alarming enough to cause national con- 
cern. The remedy is, of course, not to return to Prohibi- 
tion, but to work out a decent and sane system of rigid 
liquor control. That should have been done in every State 
before Repeal.” 

That is very good as far as it goes, Mr. Villard. How- 
ever, it is just possible that after working for a while on 
the plan to produce a decent and sane system, it will be 
discovered that none is quite so decent or sane as Prohibi- 


tion. 
* * * 


AN UNAPPRECIATED FRIEND 


Weare pleased to call special attention to a “box” in this 
issue, in which a Houston, Texas, daily challenges Protes- 
tant Americans to come to the rescue of a much neglected 
and: oft forgotten friend—a friend that has lived through 
the years only to serve them. It is certainly worth read- 
ing—and heeding. See it on page 8. 

+7. * ee 


WILL IT BE A NEW YEAR? 


Times are hard! Hard for those who would earn their 
bread, and hard for those who would build a Christian 
world. Even for the well-trained leader, the task of guid- 
ing young and old in the development of life that is truly 
Christian is one of gigantic proportions. 

We must think more, and do more, about the training 
of leaders who can lead! 

The world is full of meetings of all kinds of groups who 
take life seriously and seek to make it good. How strange 
that we who labor for the Church find so little time to 
meet. Other groups have “workers’ conferences” without 
end! Is our work so unimportant that we cannot spend 
time talking it over at least once a month? 

A powerful Church must confer often, study hard, im- 
prove its program, pray diligently and labor in sacrificing 
love for the creating of God’s world. 

May workers’ conferences abound! 

May leadership classes increase! 

May those who say they have a gospel learn how to pro- 
claim it with power! 

These are my sincere wishes for 1935, a year that is new 
in time but must be made new in character. 

—Frep D. WENTZEL. 
* * * 


DR. NOSS’ LAST REQUEST 


As far as the missionary enterprise of the Reformed 
Church is concerned, “the last will’ of Dr. Christopher 
Noss is to be found in this last official communication to 
the Board, which was an evangelistic appeal for his beloved 
village Churches. It reads as follows: 

“Tet me speak of the chapel fund of 5,000 Yen, or $1,500. 
We have understood that in order to cancel the indebted- 
ness, you wished us to stop our acquisition of property, 
and we have tried loyally to obey, but all rules have excep- 
tions. Permit me to note three. 

“1. Shinjo is one of the most important places which are 
expected to become self-supporting in the near future. The 
only Churches that go to self-support are those that have 
suitable buildings. Shinjo has a parsonage but no chapel. 
In accordance with precedent it was assumed that, if the 
congregation raised one-third, the Mission would add two- 
thirds of the cost. The Board begged off, promising that 
so soon as any funds became available, Shinjo should be 
first. 

“2. Tajima, near Wakamatsu, was almost totally de- 
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stroyed by the sudden conflagration last May. All the 
Christians in the town were burned out, and since have 
been living in barracks and sheds. A very desirable prop- 
erty, a lot suitably located, with two buildings, one suitable 
for a chapel, and the other for a parsonage, became avail- 
able because the owner had lost all else, and was compelled 
to sell. He, however, very much desired that the Church 
should acquire the property. The Christians in their dire 
distress raised 500 Yen, and challenged the Board to add 
1,000 Yen, or $300. We cannot refuse without hurting 
the whole cause in the important region of which Tajima 
is the center. 

“3. At Sukagawa over forty years ago a little Church 
property was sold and the proceeds were deposited with 
the Mission. Because brewing is the chief industry of 
Sukagawa, our Church has languished all these years. Now 
the congregation has calculated that with compound interest 
the amount deposited would be enough to purchase a good 
lot. In the meantime, this sum was used in the general 
work. We simply must pay it back with interest.” 

Is there not some friend of Dr. Noss’ who would con- 
tribute this “chapel fund” of $1,500 as a memorial to him? 


—A. V.C. 


* * * 
INCONSISTENCY? 


Ralph Waldo Emerson once said something about con- 
sistency being the “hobgoblin of little minds.” It is inter- 
esting to note that the Hon. Alfred E. Smith, former Gov- 
ernor of New York and one of the leading laymen of the 
Roman Catholic Church, is taking an active part in the 
work of the Legion of Decency, and the Catholic group is 
planning to obtain legislation in that State not only against 
indecent and immoral motion pictures, but also to amend 
the penal code to prevent “indecency such as may be prac- 
ticed under the guise of nudism.” Indeed, Mr. Smith is 
expected to call the Council into session very soon to map 
a further campaign both against nudism and objectionable 
films. 

The International Nudist Conference immediately takes 
Mr. Smith to task for his attitude. He is charged with 
gross inconsistency because he thus aims to secure morality 
through legislation. “Is not this the ‘Al’ Smith,” they 
ask, “who fought so valiantly against the attempt to in- 
culcate morals by way of the 18th Amendment?” It seems 
that on the first anniversary of Repeal, the ex-Governor 
reiterated his position that you cannot make people moral 
by putting laws on the statute books. How, then, can he 
justify his present activity to ban indecency by suppression, 
inhibition and legal prohibition? This, of course, is for 
Mr. Smith to explain. 

* es 


A BLESSED HABIT 


“The young people of Emanuel have the Church-going 
habit.” So reports one of our flourishing congregations, 
in Rochester, N. Y. What an inspiring habit that is for 
our young people to have. Would it were true in all our 
Churches. When the young men and women of a parish 
go to Church regularly and in large numbers, the future of 
that congregation is assured and a company of future 
leaders is being trained that will be of priceless value in the 
Church of tomorrow. How much easier it makes the pastor’s 
work when he has behind him the dynamic support of our 
irresistible young people! Why do not all of our pastors 
have this support? Probably there is fault on both sides. 
However, we have usually found that a pastor can secure 
at least some measure of that support if he seeks it, appre- 
ciates it, and deserves it. 

* * * 


OUR LEADING DAILIES 


“What daily newspaper in this country has the largest 
circulation?” This query received by the MESSENGER sug- 
gests the thought that our readers might bé interested in 
knowing just what organs of opinion do have most readers. 
We asked half a dozen of the best versed men we know 
to answer the above question and every one of them 
thought the New York Times headed the list. Perhaps 
this was due to two facts: first, to the fact that New York 
is our largest city; and second, because the Times deserves 
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to be rated first. It is interesting to note that among the 
15 dailies who head the list according to the report of the Au- 
dit Bureau of Circulation for the 6 months ending last Sept. 
30, six are published in New York City, four in Chicago, two 
in Philadelphia, two in Kansas City, and one in Boston. 
In their order these leading dailies are as follows: 1. Chi- 
cago Tribune, 801,771; 2. New York Journal, 624,896; 3. 
Philadelphia Bulletin, 506,379; 4. New York Times, 452,- 
354; 5. Chicago American, 422,958 ; 6. Chicago Daily News, 
396,506; 7. New York World-Telegram, 395,926; 8. Chi- 
cago Herald-Examiner, 362,123; 9. Boston Post, 343,793 ; 
10. New York American, 328,980; 11. New York Herald- 
Tribune, 315,771; 12. Kansas City Star, 303,121; 13. New 
York Sun, 301,386; 14. Kansas City Times, 300,119; 15. 
Philadelphia Inquirer, 295,735. 

To be sure, the size of the circulation does not always 
certify to the superior quality of the contents of the paper ; 
nevertheless, this is a very interesting list. 

* * * 


WHY CARRY ON? 


We are indebted to the devoted Treasurer of our Board 
of Foreign Missions, Dr. Jacob G. Rupp, for a little tract 
of 14 pages entitled, “Why We Should Carry On Foreign 
Missionary Work.” 

In these days of investigation and criticism, when all 
thoughtful Christian leaders are re-studying this vital ques- 
tion, we may well commend the perusal of this earnest and 
heart-searching message. Those who know Dr. Rupp and 
his self-denying efforts in behalf of this supreme cause, 
will not need to be told that it is a message from the heart, 
simply and fervently expressed. We believe that this gives 
it an appeal from which it will not be easy to get away. 
Be sure to read it yourself, and then pass it on to anyone 
who remains unconvinced but is open to conviction. 
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“SOLIDARITY” 


We have been much interested in the Christian Graphic, 
an illustrated monthly published in Tokyo, which is de- 
voted to evangelism, peace and missions. The December 
number includes as a supplement a specimen issue of Solidar- 
ity, a new publication, which it 1s proposed to print in 
Japanese, Chinese and English, for circulation among the 
Christians of these three nations. The announced object 
is to arouse Christians in the Pacific area to decisive peace 
action. 

On the back page of this six page paper (which is page 
one of a Japanese paper), the editorial staff unite in calling 
upon their readers to join together to destroy in each 
country “the spirit of praise of wars and the prejudice 
against other nations and races.” The editorial is entitled, 
“Japanese, Chinese and American Christians, Unite!” 

In introducing the new publication, the Editor of the 
Graphic writes: “The President of China is a Church mem- 
ber, as also are others holding high positions in that Repub- 
lic. The same is true of many members of the Japanese 
Imperial Diet and of the families of Cabinet officials. We 
would that those Christians holding Government office in 
the countries about the Pacific should come to feel their 
solidarity in Christ. ... When Christians love one another, 
it will not be long before unbelievers will yield to their 
example.” 


In this issue appears a splendid article by Toyohiko 
Kagawa, the most widely known Japanese of our time. 
All in all, it is a most worthy venture and we may well wish 
it our blessing, and if possible assist in making it a success. 
If you desire to send a check to help with the publication 
and distribution of Solidarity, make it payable to the 
Treasurer of the Christian Graphic, 1 Misaki cho, Kanda, 
Tokyo, Japan. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


Who Are the Credulous Simpletons? 


An advertising friend of mine has shown 
me a list of the troubles, pains, shames, 
and toils from which I can be saved, if I 
will only believe the “ads.” 

Maybe you hadn’t realized how many 
things are wrong with you, or how com- 
plete is the relief you can get from “these 
mortal ills prevailing.” If not, look at 
these unhappy conditions from which you 
need suffer no longer: 

Acid indigestion, ashtray breath, ath- 
lete’s foot, auto fatigue, bad air plague, 
bankrupt nerves, barn odor, bathtub ring, 


Call it old-fashioned pride, if you will, but 
there’s a lot of the Village Blacksmith in 
me, and, I am persuaded, in many others 
of my generation, “Something attempted, 
something done, has earned a night’s re- 
pose.” 


Lawyer Profits by Peacemaking 


We have a queer lawyer in our town. 
His name is a bit queer, too, like mine— 
Darius Cricklewood. I should say he’s the 
richest lawyer among us, as well as the 
most popular. 


body odor, calendar fear, cheap soap com- 
plexion, cigarette dryness, coffee nerves, 
cosmetic skin, critical age, damp day pains, 
day drowsiness, dirty face, dishpan hands, 
doggy odor, domestic hands, dry skin 
blight, face shine, fat starvation, folliculi- 
tis, germ mask, hidden hunger, high-tense- 
itis, halitosis, intestinal fatigue, intestinal 
toxicity, lordosis, curve backline, meal 
monotony, medicine smell, mineral starva- 
tion, morning mouth, nasal mucus, office 
hips, office shellshock, painted look, para- 
lyzed pores, pendulosis, pink toothbrush, 
pipe-osis, radio ear, sandpaper hands, scalp 
crust, seurf, septic skin, shaver’s neck, 
shift key fatigue, shoe shame, smoker’s fag, 
smoker’s teeth, sneaker smell, spoon food 
face, sulphide breath, tattle tale gray, 
tobacco yellow, traffic foot, vacation knees. 

I’ve left out several; they are a little too 
raw for my bourgeois sense of proprieties. 
You may think I might well have omitted 
others, 

What gets me about this list, on which I 
could give you the names of the actual 
goods offered as relief or cure, is that no- 
body makes any special to-do over it. 


But when our preacher tells us what the 
grace of God can do for sinners, many of 
these advertisers and their customers seem 
to think that a man has to be pretty dumb 
to believe all that! 


Poverty, Pension, and Work 


You will probably believe me when I 
say that there’s a great deal about poverty 
which I don’t like. 

My experience with it began early and 
lasted long. My earnings began at a dol- 
lar a week, when I was thirteen, and I was 
in my middle thirties before my wages 
went past the $15-a-week mark. 

Nevertheless, I’m not sure than when I 
become old enough for somebody’s $100 or 
$200 (whatever a month pension may then 
be offered), it will be good for me to ac- 
cept it merely on the ground of my age. 

When I grow weak and helpless, or dis- 
ease gets a grip on me, or when the kind 
of work I can do becomes unnecessary be- 
cause of new processes and new conditions, 
I shall be ready to take whatever financial 
assistance I may need to keep my home 
going. Ready, but not any too pleased. 

I want to keep on earning my living. 
Maybe it’s a habit that ought to be brok- 
en, but I hope not. Maybe work is still 
the great curse it was said to be in Adam’s 
day, but, if it is, I haven’t realized it. 

Against the “curse” theory I’m willing 
to put the word of Jesus: “My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work.” 


Not only that, but I’d like my work to 
bring me, with all its other and deeper 
satisfactions, my own bread and shelter. 


The way he got rich was as queer as 
his name. When he hung out his shingle, 
he waited for clients, just as every young 
lawyer does. 

One day he got a case, or at least the 
makings of one. There was a neighbor- 
hood quarrel, and one of the two men 
wanted to sue the other.. But he couldn’t 
afford to hire any of the established law- 
yers. So he went to Darius. 

Darius heard the man’s story. Then he 
did what was then a strange thing; he 
said he’d like to talk to the other man. 
His client objected at first, but gave in. 

When Darius had heard the other side 
he sent for his client, and got the two men 
together in his little office. 

Nobody knows what happened. 
there was no lawsuit, the quarrel was 
dropped, and strangest of all, Darius, who 
was as poor as a Church mouse then, 
wouldn’t take any pay. He said he didn’t 
intend to take money for helping his neigh- 
bors to be friends with one another. 

Well, that made talk, and talk makes 
business, they say. Anyway, Darius 
Cricklewood began to have callers. Once 
in a while he’d have a case in justice 
court, but most of the time he showed 
callers how they could fix things up wi 
out lawing over ’em. 

And Darius held to his idea of not char, 
ing when there wasn’t any real law b 
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ness in what he did. He got fees now and 
then for drawing affidavits and small con- 
tracts and such like, and of course he 
charged for looking up cases and decisions. 
But altogether it made slim pickings. 

After a while, people got to calling him 
the town peacemaker, and he began to 
have the reputation he still has, of being 
fair, square, and terribly frank. He’d tell 
a man plainly when he was in the wrong; 
and it actually made him friends. 

Business men started consulting him. 
Salesmen from out of town told their home 
offices about him. He worked on a big 
case or two and saved his clients a lot of 
money by keeping them out of lawsuits. 

I reckon that Darius Cricklewood’s in- 
come today is in what they call the higher 
brackets, but he still does more free work 
than any other of our professional men. 
He says it’s fun. 

I’ve told my law-student nephew about 
him. I should think there’s an opening for 
at least one such lawyer in any ordinary 
town. 

One day I asked Darius what started 
him working for nothing. He said: “I 
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don’t work for nothing. I get big pay. 
It just happens that I believe lawyering 
is a calling, same as preaching. And you 
don’t think your preacher should work for 
the sake of his salary, do you?” 

Well, I don’t, for a fact. But I hadn’t 
thought that being “called to the bar” 
meant just what Darius says. Maybe he’s 
right. 


Even Convicts Should Have Protection 


T’ve seen some queer print in my time, 
but never anything queerer than this. The 
United States penitentiary at Atlanta, 
Georgia, puts out a paper called “Good 
Words,” “dedicated to the welfare of the 
men in prison.” 

A recent number has come into my 
hands. Its first article is descriptive of a 
ramble through the country in September; 
‘nothing is comparable to a visit to the 
country in September,” says the writer, 
and he invites his prison readers to take 
an alluring walk through fields and woods 
and quiet lanes. How the prisoners must 
have loved it! 
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But the crowning irony of “Good Words” 
a paper for convicts—is on the back 
cover. It stands out all by itself, the only 
thing there, in display type, with capitals: 


“The Only Difference 
Between a Rut and a Grave 
Is in the Length and Depth— 
Don’t Be Buried Alive!” 


For complete dumbness that has been 
equaled only once in my experience, when 
I heard a preacher at our local Home for 
the Aged begin his discourse by reading 
from the first part of the twelfth chapter 
of Keclesiastes, and then quote Byron’s 
words: 


My life is in the yellow leaf, 
The flowers and fruits of love are gone; 
The worm, the canker and the grief, 
Are mine alone! 


That was long ago, but I cried out then, 
as I did when I read this prison paper: 


Evil is wrought by want of thought 
As well as want of heart. 


OUR YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK TODAY 


KEEPING YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE 
CHURCH 


A good deal has been written lately 
about people who go to Sunday School but 
fail to attend the Church services. For 
those who are seeking practical solutions 
of this problem, several reports presented 
at Eastern Synod’s Conferences on Chris- 
tian Education will be stimulating and 
helpful. 

The Rev. Ralph L. Folk, of Esterly, Pa., 
reported successful experiences with wor- 
ship services in which young people were 
given major responsibility. 

Miss Minnie Ullrich, of the Rosedale 
charge, spoke of the effectiveness of giv- 
ing young people positions of leadership 
in Sunday School and Church. 

The Rev. John K. Wetzel, of Tremont, 
Pa., presented a report of the work done 
by a group of young people at Camp 
‘Mensch Mill last summer, suggesting that 
the discussion of issues vital to young 
people would tend to keep them interested 
in the program of the Church. 

The Rev. Daniel J. Wetzel, of Reading, 
Pa., showed how a variety of approaches 
to young people had made a real difference 
in their attitude toward the Church and 
in their Church attendance. 

These four reports are reproduced here- 
with: ak: 


1 


Giving the Sunday evening worship ser- 
vice to young people is a very effective 
way of keeping the young people in 
Church. If, however, it is used only for 
the purpose of keeping them there, if it is 
only to give them something to do, bait 
to hold them, then it would be far better 
if such programs would not be given. 
Youth dare not be fooled! Youth wants 
something real. It desires to fill a real 
need. It craves to do something that needs 
to be done. We therefore give programs 
into their hands, not to hold them, but 
because there is something which needs 
to be given, and youth can give it best. 
No programs simply for youth’s sake, but 
programs for service’s sake! 

Like everything else, these programs are 
dependent upon favorable conditions. They 
will be successful in a youth-minded 
Church, in a Church where adults believe 
in youth and where adults desire youth to 
teach them. During the time of prepara- 


“How Best Can I Serve This Busy World?” 


tion for a pageant, a young person said 
to me, “Wouldn’t this be great if we could 
expect as large an audience to see our 
pageant as the Missionary Society always 
has?” Well, it wouldn’t only be great, it 
would be as it should be. When we face 
facts we must admit that the adults should 
give their young people a little more en- 
couragement. They must feel as though 
young people can teach them and help 
them. Adults must make young people 
feel that there is a place for them. If 
we think that adults do that in all cases 
we are mistaken. Young people will stay 
if they can feel that they are really 
wanted and needed. 

Then, these programs must be thoroughly 
prepared. Handing a program over to 
young people does not mean getting rid 
of work. It means assuming a little more 
work on the part of some one. Young peo- 
ple’s programs can be the highlights in 
the Church calendar. They can also be 
the most ineffective of all services. “Our 
service conducted by the young people 
some time ago was not effective,” said a 
consistory member of a certain Church to 
me one day. No matter how simple the 
program, the adult leader must be sure 
that these young people are prepared. It 
is not a weakness, but only a character- 
istic of youth to pay little attention to 
the thing which they are to do, thinking 
that they are ready for it, only to realize 
when it is too late that a little time in 
preparation might have been advisable, 


Reasonableness is another contributing 
factor in the success of these Sunday eve- 


ning programs. Young people are busy. 

They are on the go. In many instances, 

due to school work and other young peo- 

ple’s activities, they are tied down more 
than adults. A few good Sunday evening 
programs that have required a good deal 
of preparation are better than too many 
which do not require so much time or 
which require time that is not given. 

Only programs extraordinarily good 
should be given. Only the best plays and 
the best pageants should be presented. 

Here are a few types of Sunday even- 
ing services which we have given to 
young people: 

1. Hymn Night Service. (a) Old favorite 
hymns sung and stories of the hymns 
given by young people. 

(b) Hymns of the Sea. 


(c) Our Neighbors and their hymns. 
Brief descriptions of leading denomina- 
tions with their recognized hymn. 

(d) Internationalism of hymns, words 

of hymns written by an American, tunes 

composed by foreign-born person. 

Camper’s Night. Pictures of Camp 

Mensch Mill. Pictures explained by a 

young person. Here Camp is shown as 

a place of study and not only a play- 

ground. Campers feel that was worth 

while. 

3. Pageantry. Here is the most worth 
while Sunday evening service. The 
following plays and pageants have re- 
eently been given by our group: “The 
Dawning”, by Lyman Bayard (an 
Easter Pageant); “The Resurrection”, 
by Rosamond Kimball (an _ Easter 
Pageant); “St. Claudia”, by Marshall 
N. Goold; “The Quest Divine’, by 
Marshall N. Goold. (The above men- 
tioned are all pageants). Religious one- 
act plays: “At the Gate Beautiful’, by 
Harry Silvernale Mason; “Barabbas”, 
by Dorothy Leamon. Two very good 
books containing religious pageants 
and plays are: “Religious Dramas” 
(Century Company), Volumes I and II. 


All of these pageants, with the exception 
of the first named, are given in full texts 
in these two volumes. Other pageants may 
be secured through our Board of Christian 
Education. 

We have used with real satisfaction 
Dorothy Clarke Wilson’s “Twelve Months 
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of Drama for the Average Church”, pub- 
lished by Walter H. Baker Company, Bos- 
ton. This author has responded to a eall 
for short religious plays that can easily be 
used with the Sunday evening service. 
We recommend the book very highly. 

There is a possibility of linking Church 
Membership or Catechetical Class Work 
with the evening service. Thus members 
of the class will become intersted in the 
worship of the Church. One such evening 
we might mentiecn was given the theme, 
“How We Got Our Bible”. It consisted 
of a worship service with the Bible as the 
theme, a dramatization, “Beacon Lights 
of the Bible’, and stereopticon slides 
showing how the Bible was compiled. 

These are the fields in which we have 
worked so far. We know that such eve- 
ning services are effective. They give the 
young people a dignified place in Church 
life. They use the gifts of young people 
for a definite and worth while purpose, 
and incidentally they keep them in their 
Church. Young people want to be there, 
if being there is worth while and chal- 
lenging to them. 

Can young and old Church members 
share responsibilities? Yes, they can. The 
congregation which I represent has 320 
members. The average age is 35. In the 
consistory the average is under 35, the 
older men being elders,while the younger 
men are deacons. In this case both young 
and old share responsibility equally. We 
believe that the Church in which young 
and old share responsibilities has a much 
better chance to hold its young people than 
the Church which places all obligations 
upon the older members. Young people do 
like activity. I think one reason for their 
leaving the Church is because they have 
no definite duties to perform. 


In the Church School program we aim 
to prepare young people for the tasks of 
Christian Work. We must also lay the 
foundations for a larger and truer Chris- 
tianity. Church and Chureh School pro- 
grams must go hand in hand. The Church 
School is not the Church and therefore can- 
not take its place in the life of an indi- 
vidual. We therefore must equip ourselves 
with ardor and vision to assist the Church 
in its program in all of its phases. The 
young members can do a very definite 
piece of work which is beneficial to the 
whole program. 


(1) Membership in the choir. The young 
people’s department in our Church School 
makes itself responsible for musie on spe- 
cial occasions. In this way an interest to 
become a choir member is created. 


(2) Every Member Canvass. Each year 
the consistory members take with them on 
their canvass some members of the young 
people’s department. In doing this the 
young men are being educated to the du- 
ties of a consistory man. 

(3) Dramatics. In the early history of 
our Church we presented plays in which 
both young and old shared happily. 

(4) Serving as delegates to camps and 
to missionary conferences. This year two 
adult members of our teaching staff made 
themselves responsible for the sending of 
two delegates to Camp Mensch Mill. 

(5) Preparing for programs on special 
days. For Mother’s Day this year, the 
young women and the older planned to en- 
tertain all the Mothers. The young women 
made themselves responsible for the pro- 
gram and further entertainment, while the 
older women sent out the invitation and 
prepared the refreshments. Occasionally 
we plan Church School programs in which 
the adult Bible class are the guests of the 
young people’s department. 


We have in our Church a young man who 
has maintained his interest in the Church 
and Church School activities through the 
discovery of a talent. That talent is mu- 
sic. He has a father who once believed 
that the Church was only for women. He, 
therefore, always had his Sundays planned, 
usually in the building of chicken coops, 


SECULAR PAPER PRAISES 
CHURCH PRESS 


(‘Houston Post,’ Houston, Tex.) 


The religious press, unfortunately, 
has been in a period of decline for 
several years. Numerous Church pa- 
pers that once were fiourishing jour- 
nals have merged. Conditions have 
been against these papers remaining 
self-supporting, and a short-sighted 
clerical leadership and an indifferent 
and uninformed laity have failed to 
offer, in the case of a number of 
these papers, the necessary co-opera- 
tion. The tendency to neglect its 
press has been a serious blunder on 
the part of most Protestant denomi- 
nations during the last decade and 
more. One of the greatest handicaps 
to the carrying out of the Church’s 
program today is the lack of infor- 
mation among the Church member- 
ship about what is being done and 
what is proposed. The Church pa- 
per is the best medium of communi- 
cation within the bounds of the 
Church. As one of the most vital 
agencies in promoting denomina- 
tional and religious progress, it de- 
serves ample support. 


cleaning the Ford, working in the garden 
and various other activities. But it so 
happened that one day a pastor and some 
of his friends called on the family to in- 
terest them in the Church. Contacts with 
the family continued. Finally this hidden 
talent was discovered. The boy was asked 
to play a cornet solo as an offertory. After 
this experience another contact was made 
and this family was brought into the 
Church. The possibilities of organizing an 
orchestra were discussed. When the or- 
chestra was created he became a promi- 
nent figure in it. This led to his becom- 
ing a member of the choir and also doing 
solo work. Through splendid renditions 
of these solos he was encouraged to study 
voice. Now he has become choir director 
with full jurisdiction over all music¢ in 
the Church. 

There are some things the young folks 
can do. There are some things the old 
folks can do. There are some things the 
old and young can do together. 

It has been said that young people are 
indifferent and unconcerned about the 
Church and religion, that they look rather 
patronizingly at its work and program. 
May it not be true also that youth has 
often been looked upon rather patronizing- 
ly by the adult leadership of the Church? 
I should like to say in their defense that 
I have not found them so, at least not in 
any larger proportion than is apparent in 
adults. One of the best ways to keep 
young people in the Church is to give them 
the feeling that they are wanted and need- 


ed in putting into effect a heroic program, 
a Christian program. Young people will 
be drawn and attracted to the Church by 
such a program, and they will, many of 
them, serve loyally and self-sacrificingly. 

This report grows out of an experience 
with 23 young people from as many wide- 
ly separated communities ranging from 
small country towns to the large cities. 
They came to the Senior Camp at Mensch 
Mill in the summer of 1934 and according 
to their own written statements selected 
the course “Growing a (Christian World’ 
because the title made an immediate ap- 
peal to them. They wanted to discover, if 
they could, what they as young people 
could do to help grow such a world. 


Briefly, this is what happened. The en- 
tire group spent the first five days dis- 
cussing thoroughly and _ enthusiastically 
such questions as “Is our world Christian?” 
“Ts America a Christian nation?” “What 
constitutes a Christian world?” “To what 
extent is America a Christian nation?” 
“What influences work in favor of growing 
a Christian world?” “What influences 
work against the growing of a Christian 
world?” 

Then, from among the many influences 
that work against the growing of a Chris- 
tian world, they selected the following 
five as being outstanding and worthy of 
further study: Race relationships, the 
movies, the press, crime, war. 


The large group then divided according 
to personal preference to gather facts, 
draw conclusions and make suggestions as 
to what they as young people could do 
about it. The second five days were spent 
in this manner and I should like to testify 
to the earnestness with which these smaller 
groups referred to sources and materials, 
spending the allotted two hours daily and 
often continuing the discussions through 
the remainder of the camp day. ; 

What did these young people think they 
could do about it? 


(1) Race. More frequent racial con- 
tacts. Exchange speakers. Inter-racial 
gatherings, both social and educational. 
Correspondence with members of other 
races. 


(2) Movies. Study the movie problem. 
Set up personal and group standards. Use 
the International Journal and Parents’ 
Magazine lists for information. Set exam- 
ple and use influence toward attendance on 
better movies. 


(3 Press. Create opinion in the young 
people’s group with regard to cheap litera- 
ture. Discuss reasons for and effects of 
Press on American life. 


(4) Crime. Study causes and effects of 
crime in your community. Create colonies 
and hospitals for defectives. Encourage 
libraries for leisure time reading and recre- 
ation programs. Help clean up undesir- 
able and slum conditions. 


(5) War. Group pledged itself to work 
for peace. Organize peace groups. Pre- 
sent plays for peace—‘Mother Earth and 
Her Children”, “Gas”, “The Unknown Sol- 
dier Speaks.” Study causes and costs of 
war and so build up convictions against 
war and ammunition manufacturing, one of 
the chief causes of war. 


On the basis of this experience and sim- 
ilar ones with other groups of young peo- 
ple one is fully justified in drawing the 
following conclusions. 

a. Young people are genuinely concerned 
about this world of ours. They want it to 
be more Christian. 

b. Young people have a sense of respon- 
sibility. They know that they are to be 
tomorrow’s leaders. 

ce. Young people are willing to do their 
full share. 
agement, give their lives in splendid serv- 
ice for great causes. Young people have 
always done so. 5 

It is true that any such group of 
people is a hand-picked group from 


They will, with proper encour- — 
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Churches. But it is also true that these 
will supply some of the leadership by which 
other groups will steer their courses. 


It is evident too, in the very nature of 
the case, that these young people or any 
other group of young people will not be 
able “to do much about it” now and in a 
definitely practical way. It is important 
now that they should arrive at a set of 
convictions and then, as larger responsi- 
bilities come to them, they will discharge 
them in a ‘Christian way. Here we adults 
have failed. 


Again, one of the best ways to keep our 
young people in the Church is to see to it 
that they have a wise and sympathetic 
leadership that will draw upon the hero- 
ism and idealism of youth and put them 
to work for the Kingdom of God. 


In the ministry, the pastor realizes that 
all age groups need him. He may not serve 
one to the neglect of the other. But as 
in the home, the small, growing children 
need the greatest care so also in the 
Church. 


Our youth are not “problems.” We 
should not call them that. They hate it. 
They are people as we are people, made 
of the same material out of which we are 
made. Of course, they lack experience in 
life. They have not lived long enough to 
look back and study life from experience. 
They lack maturity. So once did we. 


What the growing, groping youth of to- 
day and any day needs is the genuine, 
friendly interest of their seniors. They 
like to talk things over. None of us like 
to be talked at. 


Suppose you and I had been listed as 
Psychologie Case No. 34, and irrespective 
of who we were, but just because we were 
youth, had been constantly spoken of as 
“problems.” I wonder what we would 
have thought of that, how we would have 
behaved and reacted. You and I passed 
through the stages of awkwardness and un- 
settledness, and we think we have come 
out at the other end fairly well. Present 
youth will do the same. 


As fathers and mothers of youth, we 
think of our own as children, live with 
them as children. We entertain high hopes 
for them. We love them, counsel with 
them, sacrifice for them. Why then should 
I think of every other father’s son as a 
problem? Do I want my children thus 
thought of? 


What is Youth, to deserve my genuine 
and sincere interest? 


Youth, as such, is in the growing stage, 
shaping himself for manhood. Like the 
growing stalk of corn, he needs nurture. 
Youth needs the moisture of ripened wis- 
dom, the sunshine of genuine friendship, 
the climate of true love. The growing body, 
the seeking mind, the unsettled but search- 
ing soul of youth needs the nurture of our 
sincere and loving interest. 


Youth passionately worships someone, 
somewhere, and generally, someone much 
older. It may be you or me. Am I worthy? 


Youth is purely and sincerely idealistic. 
Are we wise-heads sadly disappointing 
them? Are we worthy, so that by our ex- 
amples they may be ied on, not to the 
precipice, but to the realization of the 
good, the beautiful and the true? 


Youth today is facing more temptations 
than we ever faced. Youth is facing more 
distractions and side paths. They need 
guidance by a hand of wisdom, rooted in 
love and friendship. 


Youth is not on trial. The men and 
women of today are on trial. We 
are now having our day. We are on trial. 
Youth’s day lies ahead and when it ar- 
rives, they will be on trial. 


‘Do we have anything to give them to 
help them win the day for righteousness 
and peace? To that end we should dedi- 
cate our best in the service of youth. 
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Things We Are Doing in the Interest of 
Young People 

(1) Our first venture was a discussion 
period following the evening Church serv- 
ice. There was no organization, no officers. 
The pastor met with the young people. 
They selected the theme that interested 
them. On that theme we stayed until we 
were satisfied with it. Sometimes several 
evenings were required for the same 
themre. One hour was the limit of one ses- 
sion. Very informal, but very sincere and 
friendly was the spirit of our meetings, 
and also very frank. 

Their themes were: Science and the Bi- 
ble. Who is God? Just what is tempta- 


tion? What is it to be spiritual? Con- 
tradictions in the Bible. How was the 
Bible produced? What is prayer? Why so 


many denominations? Why is Jesus greater 
than other founders of religions? Why 
must we have wars? What is the function 
of the Church? Why be a Church member? 
ete. Two and a half years were given to 
this type of work. Now we have a Chris- 


tian Endeavor Society. 


— Tape N= 


YOUTH AND THE CHURCH 


“There was a time,’ says “The 
New Outlook” (Toronto), ‘when 
young people felt themselves under 
a kind of blanket and obligation to 
stand by the Church, but the feeling 
has very largely died out in our time. 
Loyalty to the Church because it is 
generally felt to be a good institu- 
tion has weakened greatly in the 
past few years.” 

“The young people of our day are 
not inclined to stand by the Church 
just on general principles, as they 
once did. If they are to be loyal 
to it, it will have to be on the basis 
of its worthiness and usefulness as 
they see it. The young people in 
their teens and early twenties who 
are not being appealed to by the 
Church today, in a very positive and 
convincing fashion, are likely to be 
quite outside of it, and more than 
likely outside of it for good, within 
the next ten or twelve years. If 
the Church fails them when they 
need it most, it is not likely ever 
to make up on its failure.” 


(2) We have specialized in religious 
drama. Interest is constantly growing. 
Many more are responding every year. 
There is marked growth in proficiency. 
Several religious plays are given every 
year, always one at Easter and at Christ- 
mas. Secular plays, clean and with a 
moral are also given. About 45 are defi- 
nitely interested and active in this work. 
We make our own stage scenery, our own 
footlights, costumes and other material. 

(3) From October to December the eve- 
ning service is particularly given to the 
young people. This is done in two ways: 

a. They select the themes for the ser- 
mons, for example: “The Folly of Indeci- 
sion”, “Choosing Friends’, “What Is a 
Stumbling Block?”’, “Be True”, “Get Up”, 
“True Happiness”, “Creating a Christian 
Home.” Another Series was: “Why Form 
a Ritual in Religion?”, “What Chances for 
Salvation in the Eleventh Hour?”, “Is the 
Church Adequate for this Age?”, “Does the 
World Owe Me a Living?”, “What Is It 
to Be Spiritual?” 
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b. A. second way in which our young 
people have part in the evening service is 
in the conduct of the worship period. They 
have about three services during this fall 
season in which they conduct the worship 
program. There are also some special eve- 
ning services in which they have important 
parts. They help in the pageant for the 
Thank Offering Service and in special mu- 
sical services. 

(4) Christian Endeavor Society. 
a year and a half old now. 
outside speakers. We use the discussion 
method. Meetings are led by the young 
people themselves. The pastor is present, 
but not active in discussion unless called 
on or- at times when he deems it in order 
to speak. Meetings have varied from poor 
to very good, depending upon the leader- 
ship of the evening. Generally, the Chris- 
tian Endeavor topics are used. 

(5) Campers at Mensch Mill. Three or 
more delegates are sent to Camp Mensch 
Mill every summer. They are carefully 
selected on the basis of their leadership 
ability, and are not sent unless they are 
willing to go for several years in succes- 
sion. They also agree to undertake some 
definite responsibility in the work of the 
congregation. This policy has helped in 
developing able leaders who have a steady 
interest in Church attendance and Church 
work. 

We plan definitely to send students to 
the Reading Community School of Leader- 
ship Training. Our Church School pays 
all expenses, registration, books, and car- 
fare if desired. 

The problem of securing teachers in our 
Church School is growing less difficult. 
Many young people are now active in this 
field and are doing excellent work. They 
are really interested. 

(6) The Reading School District, com- 
plying with a request of the Reading Min- 
isterial Association, has promised to give 
no assignments to pupils on ‘Wednesday 
and to have no extra-curricular activities 
that evening. Therefore, many pastors are 
planning for a young people’s program for 
that evening. We are going to call it 
“Church Night for Young People.’ In our 


This is 
We have no 


‘own Church we shall have meeting that 


evening the Catechetical Class, the Girl’s 
Guild, Boy Scouts, a class in orchestra, 
class in drama, a group in service projects. 
There will be a 10 minute devotional period 
for all, and a 15 minute recreational period 
for all. We will begin at 7 and close at 10. 

Many more young people have become 
active in all departments of the work of 
the Church. Interested and happy, they 
are. The work is a real joy. More attend 
the Church service. The main thing is not 
more things to do, but an understanding 
interest, a constant interest, a sincere in- 
terest, a loving and friendly interest. 
There are many more young people to win 
in our fold. But we have greatly increas- 
ed the number and their interest. 


SOMETHING MUST BE DONE 

On June 27, 1934, there gathered to- 
gether at the Camp of the International 
Council of Religious, Education, Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin, one hundred and fifty 
young people from all over the United 
States and Canada to discuss how Youth 
might aid in Building a New World. 
Looking back upon the five days spent 
with these comrades, true friends in every 
sense of the word, I find many things 


which stand out as highlights. Among us 
there were no artificial lines. No one was 
considered, “Canadian” or “American.” 


Likewise negro and white were evaluated 
on their personal qualities and not on race. 
Denominational lines were forgotten. The 
spirit of the pioneer was upon the air. All 
strove to reach a common goal; each young 
person was searching for a plan whereby 
a New World could be built on this earth. 

All these things and many others stand 
out in my mind, but the one which to me 
was most important was the attitude that 
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talk is not enough — something must be 
done. I feel that it is upon this back- 
ground that great movements either rise 
or fall, and it was thrilling to see how 
every one of these one hundred and fifty 
young people carried it in his or her mind. 

“Something must be done.” This thought, 
this determination was carried into the 
work of all the various commissions which 
were studying modern problems, There 
was not one of us, I am sure, who thought 
that a New World could be built over 
night, but at the same time we realized 
that doing nothing would only prolong the 
status quo. Hence in the reports of the 
commissions we find set forth in each a 
very definite Plan of Action which would 
aid in bringing the new day closer. In- 
deed, one commission was. charged with 
working out a general plan whereby co- 
operation with others interested in our 
aims could be obtained. 

When the New World, the truly Christian 
World, is finally built, it will owe its 
origin to the “Will to Do” such as I saw 
in these Christian young people at Geneva. 

William F. Hartman. 

Lancaster, Pa. 


WHAT IMPRESSED ME MOST AT THE 
MEETING OF THE YOUTH COUNCIL 


The Christian Youth Council of North 
America, meeting at Geneva last summer, 
revealed quite plainly that the young peo- 
ple of the United States and Canada are 
on the march. They were disillusioned 
youth, dissatisfied with things as they are, 
and yet, strange to say, not cynical. They 
professed to hold neither the chart to the 
golden mean nor the blue prints of a 
celestial kingdom, but they did possess the 
Christ-like audacity to believe, that, work- 
ing together with God, a better world 
could be created. 

Here are just three of many lasting im- 
pressions. First, they were young people 
who had informed themselves about the 
problems under discussion through serious 
study. Theirs was not the too typical atti- 
tude of discussion groups that the “pool- 
ing of ignorance creates omniscience.” If 
they lacked factual knowledge in reference 
to a certain situation, they either appealed 
to a resource leader or looked the matter 
up in the adequate reference library. 

Second, Christian youth can arrive at a 
practical unity of thought and action even 
in reference to the most controversial 
questions. Not that there was any attempt 
to regiment thinking—quite the contrary. 
However, the frank interchange of 
thought, though it did not always produce 
unanimity of thought and method, did pro- 
duce a unity of motive and purpose. The 
miracle of the conference was that such 
divergence of viewpoint and interest could 
produce an unanimous decision in half of 
the issues discussed and an overwhelming 
majority in the remaining issues. 


Finally, an incident occurred near the 
close of the Council which seems to por- 
tend that young people are ready to make 
attitudes realities. We were electing the 
new president—the candidates were two 
fine representatives of young manhood— 
one a Negro and the other a white. The 
candidates were asked to withdraw so that 
a vote could be taken by a show of hands. 
It was a rather close vote—but all three 
tellers gave a slight majority to the Negro. 
However, because there was a discrepancy 
in their report, it was decided to vote by 
secret, written ballot. Several in our 
group discussed the matter. Here we felt 
was a crucial issue. Probably some of the 
group had voted for the Negro in the vis- 
ible vote in order to show their broad- 
mindedness to men, now they could change 
their vote without fear of detection. But 
Christian Youth met the test—the Negro 
was elected president. Christian Youth is 
on the march to build a new world. 


Rev. Gerson E, Engelman. 
Freeport, Ill, 


WHAT IMPRESSED ME MOST AT THE 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH COUNCIL 


Before I tell what impressed me most 
in the Christian Youth Council sessions, I 
would like to share an incident which, to 
me, was most interesting although not 
especially impressive. The opening ses- 
sions of the Council were held on June 26. 
Most of the delegates of the Reformed 
Church arrived shortly before lunch. At 
lunch this group, having traveled together 
from Pennsylvania, naturally ate together. 
It was quite a surprise to discover that 
across the table at that first meal were 
some of the representatives of the Evan- 
gelical Synod. As we greeted them across 
the table and clasped hands in friendship, 
we remembered that this was the day 
when our two Churches were clasping 
hands in life-long friendship several hun- 
dred miles away. To me it was an inter- 
esting coincidence that the young people, 
representatives of their Churches, should 
learn to know each other on that memor- 
able day, June 26, 1934. 

As I look back over those days spent in 
council sessions, as I study again the re- 
port of those findings, I am tremendously 
impressed with the great amount of sug- 
gested activity which the young people 
felt would be aids in the task before them 
—that of helping to build a new world. 
To me that is the most challenging, the 
most impressive part of the work of the 
Council. 

Those young people came to the Council 
with certain ideals. As they faced the 
various problems dealing with race rela- 
tions, economic relations, peace and war, 
liquor, they expressed the ideals which they 
felt would be necessary if a new world is 
to be built. But more than this they did. 
Each group made plans whereby the ideals 
set forth could in some measure be realiz- 
ed. Ideals were not left as mere theory 
but were developed as practical sugges- 
tions for activities which could be carried 
on throughout the nations. One entire 
commission spent its time in planning a 
‘Hrogram of action” so that these suggest- 
ed activities might be put into practice. 

Those young people had ideals and ex- 
pressed them. More than this, they were 
anxious that these ideals be tried out by 
members of the Council and be considered 
by groups of young people everywhere in 
the great task which they share—Christian 
Youth Building a New World. 


Anna Mary Gable. 
Dallastown, Pa. 


THE CHRISTIAN YOUTH COUNCIL OF 
NORTH AMERICA—MY IMPRESSIONS 


The value of any group meeting lies 
principally in its creating or confirming im- 
pressions and attitudes in the minds of 
those taking part, and in its moving those 
people to action in the direction indicated 
by their impressions and attitudes. There- 
fore, I feel it a duty as well as a pleasure 
to share with you my impressions, as a 
delegate, of the Christian Youth Council 
of North America, which met at Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin, June 26-July 1, 1934. 

It was indelibly impressed on my mind, 
first of all, that this group of young peo- 
ple, which came together out of the East 


Scouts 
Around 
the 


Campfire 


and ‘West, North and South of the United 
States and Canada, recognized the fact 
that all Christian youth, regardless of sex 
or sect, race or geographical location, have 
like problems which we all face together 
and which we must help solve together. 
We faced the fact that our world is sick 
from a hollow material prosperity, from 
intemperance and riotous living, from 
drunken disillusionment, from a ragged in- 
dividualistic emphasis, from intolerance, 
jealousy and war, from weak and shallow 
principles of conduct. We realized that it 


was time for realistic thought and sober-, 


ness. We felt that our social order needs 
reformation. 

These facts, contrary to usual confer- 
ence style, were not presented in lecture, 
talked about in discussion, and then passed 
off by a pretty picture of gentle optimism; 
rather, they were faced in a Council, as 
the name indicates. An assembly met for 
deliberation. It was the first time I met 
with such a sincere and determined and 
energetic group, where everyone shared 
his problems, 
weighed alternatives, offered personal con- 
victions, and, finally, resolved, either be- 
cause of the facts or in spite of them, to 
go all the way in living the Christian life. 
Never before have I witnessed a group of 
young people so wholly assured that it 
can never be altogether well with anyone 
in the world except it be well with every- 
one, so positive, too, that our problems call 
first of all for the rediscovery of funda- 
mental Christianity, of good will and 
peace among men. 

The Christian Youth Council of North 
America offers for your consideration* not 
a panacea for the world’s problems, but a 
program or guide of thought and action on 
some of the major social problems. If it 
has done nothing more, the Council has 
done this for those who were part of it, 
and for those who will catch the spirit of 
the report: it has built up, or helped to 
build up in each one of us a new philoso- 
phy of life and a new faith in life that 
will put conviction, stability, energy, and 
growth into our living. It has disregarded 
class, race, and dogma, and has united us 
in saying: I Believe in God, I Believe in 
Man, I Believe in Life, I Want to Live! 

The Council offers not an easy program 
of Building a New World for Youth, but 
a difficult program for Youth in Building 
a New World. 

Gilbert J. Bartholomew. 

Ursinus College, 

Collegeville, Pa. 


* Send for pamphlet of Findings to the 
Board of Christian Education. 


THE CHRISTIAN YOUTH COUNCIL OF 
NORTH AMERICA—MY IMPRESSIONS 


When attending the conference at Lake 
Geneva this past summer, I was greatly 
impressed by the beautiful natural sur- 
roundings which made up the grounds of 
the camp. It was nature in the rough— 
trees, shrubs, hills, and a beautiful lake 
touching two sides of the camp. Anyone 
who enjoys the wide-open spaces, will 
without a doubt enjoy the camp at Lake 
Geneva. The opportunity came to me sud- 
denly with a challenge that was by no 
means a narrow mystical challenge, but one 
of a broad and world-wide emphasis. There 
were young people from all part of North 
America absorbing the fulness of God’s 
nature and busily chatting with one an- 
other concerning their work among young 
people and other local organizations. What 
was I to learn from this busy group and 
be able to take back to my young people? 

The thought of that great problem of 
making friends distressed me, but sudden- 
ly a group approached me with smiling © 
faces, a pleasant greeting and an introdue- 


tion. My problem was solved and I be- ai : 
came one of the group. We explored these ir ir 


regions about the camp. 
We selected definite problems for diseus- 
sion. One of the group attended the cla 


debated issues, carefully - 
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on “Racial Problems,” another “Philoso- 
phy of Life,” another “World Peace,” and 
myself “The Economie Order.” What a 
variety of problems we faced. Here was 
my opportunity to build up a program of 
material to take back with me. We dis- 
cussed our problems very thoughtfully and 
based our thinking upon the development 
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of a truly Christian Society. Conclusions 
were usually left to the individual him- 
self, suiting the conditions under which he 
had to work with his young people. 

I was impressed by this fine Christian 
friendship spirit, and will hold it as one of 
the greatest experiences of my life. Every- 
one was sincere and displayed his best in 
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the work which we were trying to accom- 
plish—Building a New World. It meant 
hours of study and long days of hard 
work to map out the plans and methods by 
which we might carry out our convictions. 


Harvey Norenberg. 
Lowell, Wisconsin 
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1935 
SPRING MEETINGS OF CLASSES 


JANUARY 21: 
Philadelphia (9.30 A. M.) First, Rev. G. 


H. Gebhardt, 4948 Locust Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


JANUARY 22: 


California (7.30 P. M.) Trinity, Mr. 
Alexander Warden, Secretary, 8965 Dicks 
Street, West Hollywood, Cal. 


FEBRUARY 4: 
Tohickon—St. John’s, Rev. Alfred N. 
Sayres, Lansdale, Pa. 
Goshenhoppen—Pennsburg, Rev. M. D. 
Slifer, Pennsburg, Pa. 


FEBRUARY 5: 


Lancaster—Second, Rev. S. Chas. Hoo- 
ver, 1521 Green St., Harrisburg, Pa. 


Lehigh—St. Paul’s, Rev. E. Elmer Sen- 
senig, 399 E. Hamilton St., Allentown, 
Penna. 


West Ohio—First, Rev. Clarence EK. Sit- 
ler, 210 Miami St., Piqua, Ohio. 
Allegheny—St. Luke’s, Rev. John Bor- 
ger, 315 Camp Ave., Braddock, Pa. 


North Carolina—Emanuel, Rev. Kendall 
B. Shoffner, 19 Williams St., Thomas- 
ville, N. C. 

Carlisle—Trinity, Mr. Jos. Darlington, 
Secty., New Bloomfield, Pa. 

Fort Wayne (7.30 P. M.) Cross, Rev. 
John L. Conrad, 356 W. Water St., Berne, 
Ind. 

Kentucky—St. Luke’s, Rev. Walter F. 
Lahr, 504 Maple St., Jeffersonville, Ind. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


The New Year has opened in fine form 
and we are happy to report $28 added to 
our Bowling Green salary fund during the 
past week. We eredit the account as fol- 
lows:| Wm. F, Wagner, $10; Titus A. 
Fluck, $10; Louise R. G. Buckey, $5; 
James King, $1; Mary E. Gerhard, $1; 
An Allentown Friend, $1. Total to date, 
$262.50. Thank you! Please make all 
checks payable to Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, 
1505 Race St. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Herbert Dumstrey from Gaum, M. 
I., to U. S. 8. Chaumont, care of Post- 
master, New York, N. Y. 

Rev. Theophilus Hilgeman from China 
to 5658 MeMillan St., Detroit, Mich. 

Rev. D. Horton Nace from Bangor, Pa., 
to 251 School St., Indiana, Pa. 


Notice—Trinity Reformed Church of 
Gettysburg wish to dispose of 166 copies 
“Praise and Service Songs” (Hope Pub. 
Co.) at a very moderate price, so they 
may invest in new hymnals. Any Church 
or School interested in this connection may 
write directly to Mr. T. J. Winebrenner, 
Gettysburg, Pa. 


Immanuel Church of Indianapolis, Ind., 
announced their annual meeting to be held 
Jan. 15. Ineluded in their receipts for 
Dec. was $134.50 for the Orphans’ Home. 

The Missouri-Kansas Classis meets for 
its 5th annual session at Bethany Church, 
512 Shawnee St., Hiawatha, Kansas, on 
Tuesday, May 7, at 8 P. M. 

Heidelberg Church, York, Pa., Rev. Rob- 
ert Thena, pastor, report the usual activi- 
ties. Holy Communion will be observed 
Jan. 20 and the preparatory service Fri- 
day evening, Jan. 18, 


Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, who has 
joined our staff of editorial contributors 
to take up the work laid down by the late 
Dr. Frederick Lynch, is wintering at Win- 
ter Park, Fla., where he expects to remain 
until April. 

Dr. E. G. Homrighausen, Indianapolis, 
will address the big union rally of our 
Churches in Canton, O., and vicinity on 
Sunday evening, Jan. 27, in Trinity Church, 
Dr. H. Nevin Kerst, pastor. 


Miss Cora E. Duenger entered into 
Eternal Rest Friday, Jan. 11, at 8.30 P. 
M. Funeral services were held Tuesday, 
Jan. 15, at 1.30 P. M., at 1331 Centre St., 
Ashland, Pa. 


Rev. Sidney §. Smith, of St. Paul’s, 
Northampton, Pa., reported busy Thanks- 
giving and Christmas seasons with as- 
sistance from each department of the 
Church and gratifying donations of can- 
ned goods for the Orphans. Almost 200 
persons won attendance awards for 1934. 


Emmanuel Church of Allentown, Pa., 
Rev. W. D. Mathias, pastor, observed 
Christmas in their usual way with a num- 
ber of very interesting programs. Annual 
meeting of the congregation was set for 
Jan. 8 at which time annual reports were 
made and elections held. 


Mrs. Cora F. Stamm, widow of the late 
Rev. 8. A. Stamm, who passed away last 
March, died at their home near New 
Castle, Pa., Jan. 9. Funeral services were 
conducted by the Rev. J. H. String, D.D., 
of Zelienople, who had also rendered a 
like service for Rev. Mr, Stamm. 


Our old friend, Rev. Gideon P. Fisher, 
of Warren, O., is now basking in the 
friendly sunshine of Florida and can be 
addressed at 639 Fern Street, West Palm 
Beach, Florida, until further notice. 
Brother Fisher has been suffering from 
bronchial troubles and says that 3 weeks 
in the Florida climate have already greatly 
helped him, 


On Dee. 16th, the Consistory of Christ’s 
Chureh, Elizabethtown, with the pastor, 
Rey. L. C. T. Miller, pleasantly surprised 
Mr. J. C. Dulebohn, who was for many 
years an elder in Christ’s Church. On 
that day, Mr. Dulebohn celebrated his 
80th birthday. He has been a faithful 
member of the Church for more than 40 
years and a reader of the “Messenger” 
for many years. 


Christmas fittingly observed in the 3 
Churches of the Hickory Bottom Charge, 
Rev. Geo. E. Dillinger, pastor. The Sharps- 
burg young people presented the pageant, 


THE REV. WILLIAM H. MADER 


The Rev. William H. Mader, for 
many years pastor of St. Peter’s 


Church, Easton, Pa., passed away 
after an extended illness at his late 
home in Pasadena, Calif., on Dee. 


31. He leaves his wife, two sons 
and two daughters. The funeral ser- 
vice was conducted by the Rev. Dr. 
Edward F. Evemeyer, on Jan. 2. The 
ashes of Brother Mader are to be 
interred in Easton, Pa. 


“The Fourth Shepherd”, directed by Mrs. 
Clair Snowberger and assisted by the pas- 
tor. The Mt. Pleasant Church School had 
a “White Gifts for the King” service, 
directed by Mrs. Chas. F, Glass; food and 
money were presented. 


The Christmas programs at the Jordan 
Chureh, Allentown, Pa., Rev. John L. Guth, 
pastor, were very interesting and well at- 
tended and gave much proof of the ex- 
penditure of time and work on the prod- 
uctions, on the part of members. The C. 
EK. Society were in charge of the White 
Gift Service on Jan. 6; one-half of the 
proceeds were sent to Bethany Orphans’ 
Home, Womelsdorf, Pa. 


Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. S. 
R. Brenner, pastor, reported interesting 
activities which took place the past fall 
and during the Christmas season. ‘Thanks- 
giving offering was presented to St. Luke’s 
Hospital and, at Christmas time, clothing 
was given to Bethany Orphans’ Home and 
baskets to various needy families in the 
community. 


Mrs. Rachel E. Watts, mother of the 
late Rev. J. Hunter Watts, who was pas- 
tor of St. Andrew’s Church, Lancaster, 
Pa., for 23 years, departed this life at the 
home of her son, Robert W. Watts, Wash- 
ington, D. C., on Sunday, Dee. 16, aged 
86 years. Services were held in Trinity 
Church, Watsontown, Pa., where Mother 
Watts was a member for many years, and 
the body was laid to rest in the Watson- 
town Cemetery. 


There were 5 special Christmas services 


in Trinity Chureh of Gettysburg, Pa. An- 
nual offering for Hoffman Orphanage was 
$140 and there were special gifts for the 
children. The Chureh was beautifully 
decorated and the meeting on the first 
Sunday in the new year very enthusiastic. 
Apportionment is paid in full. Average 
attendance at Chureh School and Evening 
Service was 190. The Chureh will have 
its 145th anniversary in November. 


Although the Christmas plans of Bear 
Creek Church, Mt. Pleasant, N. C., Rev. 
W. S. Gerhardt, pastor, were dampened 
somewhat by 2 deaths in the Church, there 
were 2 donation parties given the pastor, 
as well as gifts, and a number of very 
impressive Christmas services. $160 was 
realized from the annual Missionary. sale 
for the cause of Foreign Missions. Sev- 
eral interesting programs were presented 
the past fall and confirmation service held. 
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Young people of Hope Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., will have charge of evening 
service on Educational Sunday, Jan. 20, 
and use the entire worship service pro- 
gram as worked out so admirably by the 
Dept. of Leadership Training of the Board 
of Christian Education. The young; people 
feel that the Board has rendered them a 
helpful service in preparing this program. 

Christmas services in Christ Church, 


Elizabethtown, Pa., Rev. L. C. T. Miller, 
pastor, were particularly impressive. 
Different organizations of the Church 
participated in programs that were 


individual and delightful to the audi- 
ences. In addition to gifts to needy 
families in the community, nearly $100 
was sent to the Bethany Orphanage at 
Womelsdorf. Prior to Christmas, Church 
members sent several hundred quarts of 
eanned fruit to this home. 


The annual meeting of the Myerstown, 
Pa., Congregation, Rev. David Lockart, 
pastor, was held Jan. 8, at which time 
Mr. T. A. Wagner was elected president. 
Membership in various organizations of 
the Church has increased as well as con- 
tributions to the general and benevolent 
funds. 3 gifts, totaling $2500, were made 
to the endowment fund. The membership 
of this Church is over 700. 


A fine gathering of people assembled 
in Trinity Church of Collegeville, Pa., on 
Dec. 23, 1934, to observe the 100th anni- 
versary of the birth of the Rev. Joseph 
H. Hendricks, D.D., who was born Dee. 
21, 1834. This service was planned by 
the pastor, Rev. John Lentz, D.D., who 
presented the speakers. Abraham H. Hen- 
dricks, Esq., B. Whitman Dambly, Hsq., 
Dr. W. A. Kline, Dean of Ursinus Col- 
lege, and Dr. Lentz addressed the con- 
gregation, paying very fine tribute to a 
minister this community will long hold 
in esteem and never cease to honor. 


Rey. Louis G. Novak, pastor of St. 
Paul’s, Pittsburgh, Pa., reported delight- 
ful and inspiring Christmas activities. His 
marriage to Miss Irene Nanassy, daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. Louis Nanassy, of Ligo- 
nier, Pa., took place on Nov. 20. Rev. Dr. 
Novak is a graduate of the college and 
seminary at Lancaster, and Mrs. Novak 
was a former student at Heidelberg Col- 
lege. The American Cadets, a boys’ organ- 
ization of the Church, will present a play 
in the near future. 


At Christmas time in the Milton Avenue 
Church of Louisville, Ky., Rev. John W. 
Myers, pastor, the cantata “Glory to God” 
was rendered by a choir of 23 voices; the 
Church was filled for dawn service at 6.15 
on Christmas morning and the children 
presented “The Toy Shop” Christmas night. 
There were liberal offerings at this time 
for Orphans’ Home and Old Folks’ Home; 
the Thankoffering amounted to $60 for 
the year. Mr. S. R. Beckhart was elected 
superintendent for tenth consecutive year 
in a Sunday School where the average at- 
tendance for 1934 was 345. 


Rey. Addison H. Groff, of Boonsboro, 
Md., has been elected president of the 
Washington County Council of Religious 
Education for the year 1935. On Monday, 
Jan. 7th, he read a paper before the Wash- 
ington County Ministerial Association on 
“A Program of Religious Education for 
Washington County,” which was very 
well received. The orphans and old folks 
were generously remembered by the 
Churches of the Boonsboro Charge at 
Christmas time. Several Church Societies 
supplemented the general offerings with 
special contributions. 

The official count by the deacons of 
Salem Church, Cincinnati, O., under Rev. 
E. A. Katterhenry, disclosed the Sunday 
morning average adult Church attendance 
to be 302 and the Sunday evening aiver- 
age to be 175. A Primary Service, and a 
Junior Preaching Service conducted by 
Miss Fledderjohn, is held every Sunday. 
The Consistory reports that apportionment 
for 1934 is paid in full. Salem will enter- 
tain Southwest Ohio Classis Feb. 18 and 


19. On Jan. 6, the pulpit was filled by 
Rev. L. H. Kunst, of Lameaster, Pa., a 
former pastor of Salem. 

Grace Church, Frederick, Md., under 
Rev. Ralph E. Hartman, pastor, observed 
Christmas with its annual cantata in the 
evening of Dec. 16, midnight carol ser- 
vice on Christmas Eve and a White Gift 
service in the evening of Dec. 23 when 
the major part of the $400 offering was 
given to the Hoffman Orphanage.  Dur- 
ing the autumn, 3 outstanding musicales 
were presented and enjoyed by the Church. 
The Coin Gleaners for the Foreign Mis- 
sion Board have been distributed and an 
envelope for each month of 1935 placed in 
the members’ envelope cartons in behalf 
of the Board of Ministerial Relief. 

From the Zion Sunday School in Allen- 
town, Pa., comes an enviable news item 
of attendance by Mr. E. L. Weaver, as- 
sistant superintendent of the Sunday 
School and President of the Sunday 
School Assoc, for a period of 22 years 
without missing a Sunday; by Mrs. Weaver 
of 12 years and children Earl Jr., and 
Eleanor for periods of 9 and 7 respective- 
ly. Mr. Weaver’s father, Mr. Elmer C. 
Weaver, former assistant superintendent 
and past president of the Association, 
possesses a record of 37 years, 33 of which 
were served as a teacher. 

Christmas was observed at the Kan- 
napolis Church, Kannapolis, N. C., Dr. 


- Lee A. Peeler, pastor, by the presentation 


of a number of programs ineluding 2 
pageants which were very effective as a 
result of much hard work. Wiles alg) Ale 
Fesperman, Mr. Chas. Suther and Mr. D. 
H. Dayvault were elected elders; Mr. Hugh 
Cook, Mr. J. A. Atwell and Mr. L. S. 
Holland were elected deacons; Holy Com- 
munion was administered Jan. 6 and an- 
nual congregational meeting was held Jan. 


The Frederick, Md., Church, Dr. H. L. 
G. Kieffer, pastor, celebrated the Christ- 
mas by inspiring services. Many gifts 
were brought and there was a total offer- 
ing of $886.72; $681.73 was given Hoff- 
man Orphanage, $50 to Nazareth Orphan- 
age, $75 to missions and the remainder 
to community welfare. In addition to this, 
food, clothing and candy were sent to 
Hoffman Orphanage. Dr. Henry I. Stahr, 
president of Hood College, addressed the 
annual meeting of the Sunday School As- 
soc. Mr, A. L. McCardell, who had been 
superintendent of the school for 18 years, 
retired and was made _ superintendent 
emeritus with a gift in acknowledgment 
of his service. 


Christmas in Grace Chureh, York, Pa., 
Rey. I. A. Raubenhold, pastor, had many 
good things to make it a joyful season. 
The Church School had an old-fashioned 
observance on the Sunday evening before 
Christmas, with all departments partici- 
pating. The main portion of the program 
was the children’s cantata, “The Christ- 
mas Story Hour.” At all the services on 
the Sunday before Christmas and the 
dawn service Christmas morning, offerings 
of $744 were made to Hoffman Orphanage. 
An original musical play, written by Mrs. 
Marie Stough Gingrich and Mrs. Rauben- 
hold, wife of the minister, entitled 
“Mother’s Christmas Dream,’ was present- 
ed Dec. 14. 


Rev. Prof. 
Martin Vitz, 


whose death 
on Dec. 17 
was reported in 
the 
“Messenger” 
of Jan. 3. 


St. Paul’s Church, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
Rev. Francis F. Renoll, pastor, enjoyed 
excellent Christmas programs. Dee. 23 
the Children’s Christmas pageant was 
presented; the morning Church service 
was designated as “Family Service in the 
Church”, when the pastor closed his series 
of sermons on “Christ in the Life of the 
Home.” At the evening service the play, 
“The Birth of Our Saviour,” written by 
the pastor, was presented. Harly dawn 
service held Christmas morning with 
special musie by the choir. Special offer- 
ing for Hoffman Orphanage, $125. On 
Jan. 4 the Preparatory service and annual 
Congregational meeting were held. Elders 
Samuel EH. Basehore and H. M. Hess and 
deacons H. H. Hillegass and Earl Bricker 
were re-elected for the 3 year term. Holy 
Communion morning and evéning on Jan. 
6, with large number participating, 


The many friends of Dr. and Mrs. 
Archibald Rutledge, of Mercersburg Aca- 
demy, will deeply regret to learn of the 
death of Mrs. Rutledge. She and Dr. 
Rutledge had spent the Christmas holidays 
in South Carolina and had planned to re- 
turn to Mercersburg on Jan. 3. However, 
on Dee. 30 Mrs. Rutledge was taken ill 
with a bad cold and pneumonia developed. 
She died on Saturday, Jan. 5, and was 
buried in Charleston, 8. C. Mrs. Rutledge, 
who was Miss Florence L. Hart, was a 
sister of Mrs. William Mann Irvine, and 
had a wide acquaintance throughout our 
fellowship. Dr. and Mrs. Rutledge were 
married in Mercersburg on Dee. 19, 1907. 
They had 3 sons, Archibald, Jr., Shippens- 
burg; Henry Middleton, Charleston, 8. C., 
and Irvine Hart, at home. 


The annual Christmas pageant was 
presented Christmas night at the Church 
of the Incarnation, Newport, Pa., Rev. W. 
D. Mehrling, pastor. The Hoffman or- 
phans were again remembered with a sub- 
stantial offering. While there was great 
joy in some hearts, sorrow, serious illness, 
calamity and trouble visited the flock and 
caused a subduing of the usual festive 
spirit. Another scripture pamphlet en- 
titled, “A Proverb a Day and a Prayer”, 
and setting forth “A Pastor’s challenge 
to 1000 folks to help undergird the new 
revival of religion,” was presented to one 
and all in the parish. The figures show a 
considerable increase in communicant and 
unconfirmed members. The pastor is par- 
ticipating in various community projects, 
including the presidency of the Newport 
District Welfare Committee, the annual 
week of prayer, ete. 


In Calvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., 
Rev. F. C. Schlater, pastor, due to the 
economic situation no financial canvass 
was made during the last 2 years, but with 
a slight increase of employment the can- 
vass was renewed with quite successful 
results. At a congregational fellowship 
dinner the organizations and departments 
of the 8. S. read statements of their plans 
for the coming year. Much welfare work 
is still in evidence. Mr. Schlater is again 
supervising the Government Adult Educa- 
tional unit of the community; he also 
had charge of the Community Vacation 
Church School last summer. Calvary’s 
Senior and Junior choirs rendered the ecan- 
tata, “Christmas Adoration”, on Dee. 23, 
and in the evening the children of the 
8. S. rendered a program. At the Con- 
sistorial election Mrs. Earl Ocker had the 
honor of being the first lady to be elected 
to the consistory in the history of Cal- 
vary. Mrs. Ocker was ordained as dea- 
coness. The Churches of the community 
observed the World’s Week of Prayer in 
which the pastor assisted. 


Christmas services in the Martinsburg, 
Pa., Charge, Rev. Victor Steinberg, pastor, 
were successfully and pleasingly present- 
ed by children and young people. St. 
John’s presented “Little Town of Beth- 
lehem”, the First Nighter Play of the 
National Broadeasting Co.—a popular as 
well as unusual version of the Christmas 
story. Mrs. J. Keim Bonebreak was the 


=e 


—_ 
ae 


January 17, 1935 


capable directress. Offering of $42 was 
raised in the Charge for the Orphans. 
Elder Reuben Weidner and Elder Levi 
Lininger were made Elders Emeriti by 
Salem Chureh. They had served their 
Chureh long and faithfully and at their 
own request desired to be relieved of 
their responsibility. They have long been 
examples to younger men of what the true 
elder should be and for what he should 
stand. So it was with a sense of apprecia- 
tion of their worth to God’s Cause as well 
as a feeling of sorrow, that these fine men 
were publicly given this honorable title 
of Elder Emeritus. Chapter 97 of the 
Churechmen’s League conducted devotional 
services at the homes of two of the 
“young men” of St. John’s, John Nico- 
demus, aged 95 years, and David Earlen- 
baugh, approaching 80 years. Due to ill- 
ness they have been forced to forego the 
joy of attending the services of the 
Church. 

Trinity Chureh, Shenandoah, Pa., Rev. 
John H. Sando, pastor, observed the Ad- 
vent and Christmas seasons by various 
programs. A series of Union Advent ser- 
vices, under auspices of Shenanhoah Min- 
isterium held each Wednesday night dur- 
ing Advent in various Churches of the 
town. On Dee. 11th, 15 young people at- 
tended Camp Mensch Mill rally, movies 
and eats. Two recent gifts to the con- 
gregation provide increased lighting facili- 
ties and beamty to the atmosphere of the 
Chureh. In memory of her father, Silas 
Frost, Miss Hattie Frost presented pn 
weatherproof spotlight directed on the 
cross on the exterior of the chancel win- 
dow. Another spotlight arranged to illu- 
minate the cross on the altar was pre- 
sented by Mrs. Elmer J. Wasley in mem- 
ory of Stewart Wasley. On Dec. 23d, a 
cast of 13 people presented “When the 
Prince Cometh,’ under the direction of 
the pastor and his wife, to a large audi- 
ence. The production was assisted by a 
children’s chorus under direction of Miss 
Marion Wasley. Dawn service at 6 o’clock 
Christmas morning portrayed scenes of 
the Nativity by the use of carols, serip- 
ture and tableau against a background of 
eandlelight throughout the Church. Watch 
Night program conducted by Young 
People; Winter Communion observed Dee. 
30th and congregational meeting held. 
Apportionment for Trinity Church paid 
in full for first time in a number of years. 

The present pastorate of the Church at 
Fairview, Kans., under Rev. C. W. Franz, 
was opened Oct. 14, 1934. During Nov. of- 
ferings of almost $50 received for Missions, 
On Noy. 18 the pastor was installed by 
Rev. L. L. Hassenpflug of Hiawatha, Rev. 
Julius Kuck of Kansas City, and Elder 
Lloyd of Hiawatha; Rev. Mr. Kuck, a 
classmate, preached the sermon. Rev. 
Ernest Gander and Rev. C. P. Schrupp, 
neighboring ministers, were present. Dr. 
Zartman gave interesting addresses on 
Dee. 15 and 16. About 60 participated in 
Communion offered the next Sunday. In 
the evening “The Song and the Star,” un- 
der direction of Prof. Trollman of the 
high school, was rendered by the choir 
and assisted by the Baptist Church, to an 
audience of over 200. On Holy Night 
there was an interesting program with an 
offering for the Orphans’ Home of $16 
and a purse to the pastor. The meeting 
on New Year’s day, following the fellow- 
ship dinner, showed several hundred dol- 
lars in the treasury, about $100 to be used 
by the Ladies’ Aid from their own fund 
for improvements to the Church property 
and other projects designed for the further 
interest of the members of the Church. 
In spite of almost impassible roads, aver- 
age attendance was over 100 for the last 
3 months of the year and the total for 
the first Sunday in the New Year was 140. 


More than $10,000 passed through the 
hands of the treasurers of St. Peter’s 
Church, Lancaster, Pa., according to re- 
ports made at the annual congregational 
meeting Jan. 9th. The congregation paid 
more out in benevolences in 1934 than in 
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1933, a total of $1,345.11, which included 
a contribution of $250 to the Board of 
Foreign Missions for the Debt Liquida- 
tion Fund. It is planned to add to this 
gift the offerings of Foreign Missions Sun- 
day. The apportionment was paid in full. 
The pastor, Rey. James HK. Wagner, re- 
ported members received, 29: 15 by con- 
firmation, 13 by transfer, 1 by renewal; 
and losses of 9, making the present mem- 
bership 3821. 10 infant baptisms and 5 
adult, 8 weddings and 7 funerals, marked 
the pastoral record, He reported about 
500 pastoral calls, 44 sermons preached in 
St. Peter’s Church and 9 in pulpits else- 
where. Parish duties required him to cut 
down on outside engagements, and during 
the year he gave only 29 addresses out- 
side the parish, and conducted an 8-week 
course in “Worship” at the local Y. W. 
C. A. The debt on the house of worship 
was reduced by $2,700, the balance being 
$4,800. A program is under way to can- 
cel this debt by the time the congregation 
celebrates its 30th anniversary Noy. 1, 
1936. A Church membership class of 10 
is now studying with the pastor prepara- 
tory to the Palm Sunday Confirmation. 

In Shelby, O., Church paper day was ob- 
served and a fine response had for some 
material, The Kingdom Roll Call, held 
on Nov. 18th, was very efficiently con- 
ducted by co-directors, Mr. W. M. Hassler 
and Mr. 8. J. Dick. Between 55 and 60 
per cent of; the membership are pledging. 
The roll call showed an inerease of 10 to 
12 per cent in the current and the benev- 
olent divisions. “The Challenge to Ser- 
vice”, written by the pastor, Rev. D. J. 
W. Noll, and dedicated to the membership 
of the Church, was produced by the mem- 
bers of the G. M. G. The White Gifts 
were sent to the Fort Wayne Orphans’ 
Home. On Dee. 21st, a very fine program 
was presented by the Sunday School in 
a beautifully decorated Chureh. “Light- 
ing The Christmas Candle”, written by 
the pastor and dedicated to the C. E. 
Society, was effectively rendered by them 
at the dawn service Christmas morning. 
Copies of this service may be procured by 
writing to the pastor. Drs. Meminger and 
Casselman spoke at the W. M. S. Thank 
Offering service. The men of the Chureh 
have beautified the property by regrading 
the lawn, repairing the north and west 
pavements of the Church and removing 
dangerous trees. Messrs. Crum and 
Strauch were elected as elders and Messrs. 
Zeiters and Emmer as deacons. 193 took 
Communion during the year; there were 9 
new members, 9 losses, making the present 
membership 225. 


BETHANY ORPHAN’S HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 

Again the Bethany Family greeted 
butchering week. One hog dresses 620 
pounds. The total of three hogs and a 
beef gave us 620 lbs. beef and 1,541 pound 
pork; but what is that among so many! 
One ham weighed 45 lbs. 

The meeting of our Board of Managers 
was saddened by the announcement of the 
death of a member of our Ladies’ Com- 
mittee, Mrs. Elsie Livingood, of Womels- 
dorf, who for many years served as treas- 
urer of the Ladies’ Committee. 

To our large family the Board of Man- 
agers decided to admit twelve more needy 
children which will bring our enrollment 
to the largest in our history. We have 
taken this action in faith that the increas- 
ed prosperity of the country will bring 
added contributions to help us care for 
the children. Every case presented a real 
need and our Board could not keep our 
doors closed to their appeal. 

In the October issue of the “Messenger” 
through a typographical error, the state- 
ment was made that Mrs. Gebhard was in 
charge of bazaar. Mrs. J. W. Fillman, of 
Philadelphia, for a number of years has 
had charge of the bazaar rooms and will 
again take charge. Mrs. Gebhard has 
charge of the Children’s Bazaar Booth or 
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Orphans’ Booth. This includes the teach 
ing of the children and supervising the 
making of all articles that are displayed 
in the Orphans’ Booth which is located in 
the basement front room of the Adminis 
tration Building on Anniversary Day. We 
regret this error. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 

Last week an important meeting was 
held at the Home, that of its Board of 
Trustees, when among other things the 
officers presented their annual reports. 
Financially the Home had a good year. 
While the current fund still had a balance 
of $2,100, the expenditures were about 
$1,000 higher than the receipts for that 
purpose. Six legacies were received dur- 
ing the year and they total $6,262.50, 
which was added to the Endowment Fund. 
Twenty guests were received into the 
Home and there were eight losses by death. 
One applicant was admitted and now our 
buildings are filled to capacity. 

The most pressing need of the Home at 
this time is more income for the support 
of the family. The Trustees feel that by 
the plan to secure more income for main- 
tenance by the appointment of a Phoebe 
Home Auxiliary committee in each congre- 
gation throughout the Kastern Synod 
enough Auxiliary Members can be enrolled 
to secure enough income to properly care 
for our much enlarged family. Pastors 
who have not yet appointed such a com- 
mittee in their congregations should do so 
immediately and send their names and ad- 
dresses to the Home office so that they 
may do the work of enrolling Auxiliary 
Members immediately after Easter. The 


Auxiliary Members make an annual con- 
tribution of $1. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. J. M. G. Darms, Secretary 


President Fretz has appointed a number 
of prominent laymen on the General Com- 
mittee. They are located in all sections of 
the Church and with very few exceptions, 
these busy men have accepted the appoint- 
ment and will co-operate with the Execu- 
tive Committee and the Classical Commit- 
tees in promoting the League. The League 
appreciates this service. Another step for- 
ward! 


The Executive Committee meets at Har- 
risburg, Friday, Jan. 18, at which meeting 
the merger of the Churchmen’s League 
with the Evangelical Brotherhood will be 
thoroughly discussed and arranged for. 
Please send in your suggestions for the 
improvement or advancement of our 
League. 


We have many,men in our Chapters who 
are abundantly able to write a creditable 
essay (800-1200 words) on Toyohiko 
Kagawa, a steward of the new social order 
of Japan, and it would be another step for- 
ward to have them enter the contest of 
the Stewardship Committee and capture a 
prize. All men over 21 are eligible. The 
study itself will be sufficient reward for 
their efforts. This is something new in 
men’s work. Help to make it a success! 
Have your pastor secure or write for 
packet today. 


DR. CHRISTOPHER NOSS 


An Appreciation by Dr. Moore 


The news of the sudden death of Dr. Noss, 
in the home of his son George, in Aomori, 
Japan, was a great shock to all of us who 
knew him as one of our missionaries. To 
me, as the oldest missionary who had been 
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associated with him from the beginning of 
his career as missionary, it was especially 
sad. As I could not be there to lay a 
wreath upon his coffin, I wish to write 
these few lines to give expression to my 
sorrow over his death, and as a memorial 
of him. I wish to say that a great mis- 
sionary has fallen out of our ranks, for 
Dr. Noss was truly great; great in his 
ability and in the work he was able to do 
and did do. His death is almost an irre- 
parable loss, and has caused a vacancy 
which is hard to fill. He had more than 
ordinary ability. He was gifted as a lin- 
guist, so that he fully acquired not only 
the spoken language of the country, but 
the written as well; and his usefulness was 
much enhanced by his ability to teach and 
preach freely in this most difficult langu- 
age. He knew the Japanese people and 
loved them, and they also loved him. They 
could go to him and tell their troubles, 
and he was ever ready to listen to them 
and to help them, and his influence over 
them was consequently more than usual. 


When he first went to Japan, he taught 
for a short time in our North Japan Col- 
lege. They wanted him to stay in school- 
work. However, he always said he had 
come out to Japan to preach the Gospel, 
to do evangelistic work rather than school 
work, and in his chosen work he greatly 
excelled. I can safely say that he was one 
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of the best evangelists of our mission. In 
later years he did newspaper evangelistic 
work. He had a reputation along this line 
and was known outside of our Mission. 
His ability in Japanese was a great help 
to him and and it will be hard to find his 
successor, although he had trained one or 
two Japanese workers who may be able 
to keep up this newspaper evangelism, of 
which he spoke so much and in which he 
was so interested and so successful. 


I must speak of his kindness. Dr. Noss, 
though rather outspoken and sometimes 
abrupt, was kind and helpful among us 
missionaries who were his associates, as 
also towards the Japanese. When my wife 
died and I was nearly heartbroken over it, 
all the missionaries were very kind to me, 
but Dr. Noss and his wife were so kind 
and sympathetic: and during the funeral it 
was he who took me in charge and was at 
my side to sustain and comfort me. For 
this also I shall never forget him. And 
he was a hard worker. He did extensive 
work in the province of Aizu, where he 
had to carry heavy burdens. He made ex- 
tensive trips over the mountainous country 
to meet the people and to preach. These 
trips exposed him to all kinds of weather 
and to most difficult travel over moun- 
tain paths and roads, and we have reason 
to believe that this hard work and the 
heavy burdens he had to carry shortened 
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his life. As to his age, he might have 
carried on yet for a number of years. I 
was one who with others greeted him 
when, with his bride, he arrived in Japan. 
I believe that I knew him well as a faith- 
ful and self-sacrificing missionary and be- 
cause I appreciated him so much, I was 
moved to write this tribute. One of God’s 
faithful workers has died, and he will be 
much missed. Yes, the worker dies, or 
drops out because of age as I have done; 
but, God be praised, the work goes on. 
When in London I went to Westminster 
Abbey and among things I saw and re- 
member was a memorial tablet to the cele- 
brated missionary, Dr. Livingstone, on 
which was written these words, “The work- 
er dies, but the work goes on.” It goes on 
because it is God’s work, and our foreign 
mission work in Japan and China, though 
the workers are dropping out, will surely 
go on if the Reformed Church will support 
it to the extent of its ability. I was 
startled when I read in the Church paper, 
it was said by those in authority that the 
work or the continuance of some of it will 
depend upon the outcome of the coming 
Foreign Mission Day in February—O Lord 
God of Missions, I earnestly pray that our 
people will rise up and save the work 
which is so dear to all who love the coming 
of the Kingdom of God in the whole world. 


—Jairus P. Moore. F 
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The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Urban C. Gutelius, D.D. 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 21-27 

Memory Verse: “Wherefore let him who 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall.’ a Cores 103125 

Memory Hymn: “O God, Our Help in 
Ages Past.” 

Theme: Peter’s Denial. 


Monday: Peter Confident 
Mark 14:27-31 


Was there ever a man so emphatic and 
specific in expressing his loyalty to a 
friend? Peter was so excessively self- 
confident that he refused to be at all dis- 
turbed by what fell from his Master’s lips. 
If Peter had known as much about his 
weakness as he thought he knew about 
his strength, and acted according to his 
findings, he would have saved himself 
from the bitter remorse that shook his soul 
that very night to ifs very depths. Do 
we all always know wherein we are weak 
before we have exhibitions of it in suffer- 
ing a dismal and embarassing fall and 
failure? 

Prayer: O God, open the prison of my 
mind and set me free from excessive self- 
confidence. Help me to use divine re- 
sources of Faith, Hope and Love. Strength- 
en me at all times by Thy grace and Spirit. 
For Christ’s Sake. Amen. 


Tuesday: Peter Cautioned 
Luke 22:31-40 


There are those amongst us today who 
claim t¢6 speak with authority in saying 
that Satan is a convenient invention of the 
human intellect to provide an easy explan- 
ation of the evils, physical, mental and 
religious, that afflict mankind. For this 
reason our Lord’s words of caution to 


Peter are needed by many professing 
Christians in our times. So we are not 
quite ready as yet to say that the foe of 
all good and the author of all evil is but 
a product of the imagination. Peter seems 
to have taken the Master’s caution very 


LET THE SINNER ANSWER 


What will the Devil do for you 
After you’ve served him your whole 
life through, 
Done all the sinful things he bade 
you do; 
When your day is done, 
And your end has come, 
And you know to your master you 
have been true— 
O, what then will the Devil do for 
you? 


What will be your reward in that 
last, last day, 
When the things of this earth shall 
draw away, 
And the friends who would help no 
longer may? 
When your day is done, 


And your end has come, 
And you need a good friend as all 
souls do— 
O, what then will the Devil do for 
you? ~ 


For he will be there at the end of 
the road! 
And he’ll know you are weary and 
tired of the load 
You carried to please him, while 
here you abode: 
The sin and the shame! 
’Twas your own great aim 
To please him—just to him to be 
true— 
Think! What then will the Devil 
do for you? 
—Mary P. Jones 
Lancaster, Pa. 


much to heart, because 33 years later he 
writes: “Beware lest ye also, being led 
away with the error of the wicked, fall 
from your own steadfastness.” 
Prayer: 
“In the hour of trial, Jesus plead for me, 
Lest by base denial, I depart from Thee. 
When. Thou seest me waver, with a look 


recall 
Nor for fear or favor, suffer me to 
fall.” Amen. 


Wednesday: Peter Confused 
Mark 14:46-54 


The one who drew his sword and cut off 
the ear of the high priest’s servant has 
always been understood as Simon Peter. 
He was a plain case of a man losing his 
head at a critical juncture. His confu- 
sion must have increased tenfold when 
he noted how Jesus met the situation by 
healing the servant and by saying that 
those who use the sword also perish by the 
sword. This confusion appears to have 
increased still more when Peter followed 
afar off, hiding in the crowd and then mak- 
ing himself comfortable at the fire, leaving 
his best friend to suffer alone out in the 
cold. 

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, we realize 


that we often stand confused at the cross 


roads of decisions and choices. May we 
by Thy grace always see the right, have 
courage to choose it and thereby strength- 
en our souls and establish our brethren. 
In Thy Name. Amen. 


Thursday: Peter’s Denial 
Mark 14:66-72 


Literally “he kept on weeping” and 
these were not “crocodile tears” but tears 
of genuine regret, remorse and repentance. 
They were a credit to an excessively self-— 
confident but earnest and sincere man. 
They proved to be his very salvation. “A 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou 
wilt not despise.” Without doubt a 
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lowers of the meek and lowly Nazarene 
deny Him in various ways today. Let him 
who is without sin in this regard cast the 
first stone at Peter. Too often we do it 
by silence and connivance as well as by 
spoken word and outward action. Some 
months later the people of Jerusalem were 
astonished at the boldness of Peter and 
John. And later still Peter was ready and 


willing to bravely die the death of a Chris- 


tian martyr. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, even Thou hast felt 
defeat but hast turned it to victory. For- 
tify us against the depressing effects of 
failure. Be Thou constantly near unto 
us with Thy sustaining and conquering 
power. Amen. 


Friday: Weakness of the Strong 
I Sam. 17:41-49 

We may regard Goliath and David as 
representatives of two distinct types or 
orders of character. In the former we 
have the man of low human purpose, of 
boastful trust in human strength and of 
vanity in seeking to gain personal renown. 
In the latter we have the man of such 
deep humility of character that he quietly 
trusts in Divine strength and manifests a 
sincere desire to glorify God and help his 
fellowmen. “In the name of the Lord” did 
the stripling feed the sheep, slay the lion 
and bear, select the sling and stones and 
use them with the desired effect. Later 
as an inspired writer he tells the world 
that the Lord delighteth not in the 
strength of the horse nor does He take 
pleasure in the legs of a man. 

Prayer: Almighty God, the Strength of 
my life, in my weakness perfect Thy 
strength. Thou appointed my work, help 
me to bring it to a good end. Grant me 
grace to do all things to Thy glory and 
thereby to win endless peace. Amen. 
(Philips Brooks.) 


Saturday: Avoiding Temptation 
Prov. 4:10-19 

These words are so timely that they 
sound as though they were written but 
yesterday. Yet they were penned 1000 B. 
(©. by one who earnestly desired to give 
sound advice and good counsel to those 
exposed to the subtle allurements of the 
world. “If sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not,” says this wise man in a pre- 
vious chapter. Too many self-confident 
and self-sufficient individuals are today un- 
necessarily playing with sin, toying with 
temptation, saying that they can “take it 
or leave it” before it is too late. “Let him 
_who thinketh he standeth take heed lest 


he fall.” Never, as today, was temptation ° 


clothed with more attractive garments; 
was sin made more conventional and re- 
spectable. 

Prayer: O God, give us that wisdom that 
shall assist us in avoiding the evil and do- 
ing that which is good. May we always 
realize that yielding to temptation is sin. 
In the Name of Him Who like us in all 
things, was without sin. Amen. 


Sunday: “Cleanse Me from Sin” 
Psalm 51:1-9 
A leading Biblical scholar thinks this 
psalm represents the steps in the experi- 
ence of every sinner who comes back to 
full communion and service. The steps 


are: 1. Sin judged by God. 2. Forgive- 
ness. 3. Cleansing. 4. Spiritual joy. 5. 
Worship. 6. Service. 7. Restoration. 


David saw the need of passing through 
’ such a severe experience and apparently 
was willing to undergo such a major reli- 
gious operation in order to enjoy his 
wonted spiritual health. To Peter the Re- 
deemer said: “If I wash thee not thou hast 
no part with me.” Fortunately for himself 
Peter properly replied, “Lord not my feet 
only, but also my hands and my head.” 

_ Prayer: “Create in me a clean heart, oO 
God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence and 
take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.” Amen. 


REFORMED 


in Uk Clo 


Soph: “Doe, I’d like for you 
over and have dinner with me.” 

Professor: “Thank you, sir; but your 
class work is already satisfactory.” 


to come 


Joe: “What is the difference 
a jailer and a jeweler?” 

Mike: “I give up.” 

Joe: “Well, the jailer watches cells, and 
the jeweler sells watches.” 


between 


CAUTIOUS DRIVING 


Diminishing your speed, observe 
The curly arrow-shafts of Curve! 


And never disregard the threat 
Of pavement slippery when wet. 


While coming down the mountain ridge 
Obey the warning! Narrow Bridge. 


And let your haste be further slowed 
By Pavement Ends, and Winding Road. 


Forewarned of nameless danger lurking, 
Yow’ll read, with much relief, Men Work- 
ing. 


But then you’re practically sure 
To meet an ominous Detour. 


—Arthur Guiterman, in the 
New York Times. 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Of course you’ve heard of projects, but 
have you ever shared in one? The Junior- 
Intermediate department of our Rev. L. T. 
C. Miller’s Church School, Elizabethtown, 
has shared in 4, and each meant study and 
a gift. The Ist one had to do with our 
Pleasant Valley Mission, in Ohio; the 2nd 
with our Negro boys and girls at Bowling 
Green Academy, Bowling Green, Ky.; and 
the 3rd with our Winnebago Indians at 
Neillsville, Wis. Then, during November, 
they made a careful study of Japan. Mil- 
dred Myers began it, with a talk on wha 
she learned at Camp Mensch Mill, concern- 
ing the Sunrise Kingdom, and curios were 
examined. On the 2nd Sunday two inter- 
mediate boys gave reports on “The School 
System of Japan” and “Play in Japan,” 
and on the 3rd Sunday, a teacher talked 
on “What Our Reformed Church is Doing 
in Japan.” Then too, “Mr. Charles Le- 
Galley” (Schaff Building, Philadelphia), 
Miss Maude W. Reese, superintendent, 
writes, “sent me some very fine pictures 
and an album of enlargements which we 
used in the course of the project. I also 
secured from the Japanese Tourist Bu- 
reau, New York City, other pictures. From 
the National Geographic Magazine we se- 
cured more, and our older girls spent an 
evening mounting them and placing them 
on the walls of our department. . . . Too, 
I feel I owe a great deal to Mrs. Marcus 
Engelman. Through her letters from time 
to time, she helped with a background. 
Two years ago a class of girls I taught 
made serap books. These were sent into 
the Wakamatsu district of Japan. When 
Mrs. Engelman came back this year, she 


Verses to Memorize 


By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


THE WAY-SHOWER 
Christ came to bring 
A brighter day, 

And show mankind 
The Father’s way. 
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NEW BOOKS FOR 
LENT AND EASTER 


Each week we will list the 
new publications for this 
particular season of the 
Church Year as rapidly as 
they are released by the 


various publishers. 


THE REVEALING CHRIST 
Edited by Bishop James 
DeWolf Perry 


A new book for Lenten reading, 
issued under the direction of the 
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church; with meditations and 
prayers for each day and with a 
special devotion for Good Friday. 


The Contributors: Dr. Joseph 
Fort Newton; Bishops George 
Craig Stewart of Chicago; E. L. 
Strider, Philip M. Rhinelander; 
Canon Bernard Iddings Bell; Dr. 
Frederic S. Fleming; Dr. Karl M. 
Block; Dr. Howard C. Robbins. 


MANY CHURCHES WILL USE 
THIS BOOK IN THEIR LENTEN 
STUDY CLASSES. 


Price, $1.50, Postpaid 


(Probable date of publication, 
January 30) 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 


(THE HEIDELBERG PRESS) 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILA., PA. 


brought our girls 2 serap books, which 
her Japanese girls had made.” And what 
do you suppose was the climax of the 
project? A Japanese Tea Party, planned 
by the missionary committee of 2 girls 
and 2 boys, and attended by 175! Japa- 
nese lanterns covered the lights, and Japa- 
nese tea, donated by Mrs. Englemann, and 
animal crackers were served by the older 
boys and girls. The program was as fol- 
lows: Introduction—Miss Reese; Explana- 
tion Picture, “Doll’s Festival,” by an inter- 
mediate girl, dressed as a Japanese; talk, 
“The Flag Festival,” intermediate boy; ex- 
ercise, “Jesus Loves Me” (the primary 
boys and girls sang the verses. A group 
of ten Junior girls, dressed as Japanese, 
sat on the platform and sang the chorus 
in Japanese. At the end these 10 girls 
bowed their heads and sang softly through 
it again); story, Kiku San, junior girl; 
xylophone solo—girl from young peoples’ 
department, dressed as a Japanese; illus- 
trated lecture, Japan—Pastor Miller (pic- 
tures were secured from the state library 
at Harrisburg and were excellent. These 
pictures are free, with the exception of 
paying the postage); prayer, Pastor Miller. 
Nor was that all, for the offering of $10.25 
was sent to Japan to be used in Kinder- 
garten work. So here’s to all of you, who 
can scarcely wait to inspire your super- 
intendent to let you plan a project too! 
Nor can I resist adding these words of 
Miss Reese: “Our teachers supported it 
splendidly and I had more boys and girls 
doing things. I wish some other 
Churches would try working out mission 
projects through the boys and girls.” P.S. 
again—The older girls arrived early to 
get the dishes ready for the party, and the 
boys and girls dried and put. them all 
away. Nor was a cup of tea spilled, or a 
dish broken! 
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John and his sister Mary were arguing. 
As usual, Mary was winning on points. 

“Why are you always telling me what 
to do?” asked John. “I’m not your hus- 
band!” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO — BEHEAD AND CUR- 
TAIL THESE WORDS 


Trains—rain—ain 


Priced—rice—ice 


i] 

3. Travel—rave 

4. Smiter—mite—it 
5. Cleans—lean—lea 
6. Spaced—pace—ace 
7. Coats—oat—at 

8. Chairs—hair—air 


ave 


DOUBLE-TIED WORD CUBE, No. 55 


* * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * me 
* * * * * 
* * + * * 


Across: 


1. To make an impression with a die. 
2. Less wild. 

3. To entertain. 

4. Formed like network. 

5. Steals upon and destroys. 


Down: 


Same as across. A. M. S. 


“Ym glad I’m not a snake,” said Sammy. 

“Why?” asked his dad. 

“Because when a snake has a stomach 
ache, how does he know whether it’s a 
stiff neck or what it is?” 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas W. Dickert, D.D. 


THE EPIPHANIES OF JESUS 


Text, John 2:11, “This beginning of His 
signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested His glory; and His disciples 
believed on Him.” 

The Epiphany is celebrated on the sixth 
of January, and introduces the Epiphany 
season. The word Epiphany means to show 
forth, or to manifest. The Greek words 
which are translated in our text ‘“mani- 
fested his glory,” are a’form of the word 
which is translated Epiphany. Dr. James 
Moffatt has a good translation of this 
phrase, namely, “displaying his glory.” 

The Epiphany is the Festival of the 
Manifestation, or showing forth, especially 
the showing forth of Jesus’ Messiahship, 
or divine glory. The celebration of this 
festival started in the Eastern Church and 
spread to the West. It is sometimes re- 
ferred to as the Twelfth Day, or as Twelfth 
Night, because it falls on the twelfth day 
after Christmas. It is also known as “the 
Feast of the Three Kings,” because of the 
visit of the three Wise men to the Christ 
Child, which is supposed to have taken 
place on that day. 

The number of Sundays after Epiphany 
varies from one to six, according to the 
date of Easter. This year there are four 
Sundays after Epiphany because Easter 
comes quite late. There are seven lessons 
appointed to be read during the Epiphany 
season, each one of which refers to the 
showing forth of the divinity of Jesus 
through His humanity. It is believed that 
when Jesus was born His Godhead was 
veiled in His manhood, but that at times 
He showed glimpses of His Godhead 
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JEWELS 


Modesty is a charm 
That ev’ry one should wear; 
Boasting smacks of tawdriness 
Your character won’t bear. 


Kindness is a) virtue 

That ev’ry one should own; 
Cruelty is a mockery, 

With heart as hard as stone. 


Justice plants a tenderness 
In every heart to grow; 

Malice is the Devil’s work 
With ugly seed to sow. 


Honor is a noble trait 
That gilds the stormy way; 
Disrespect’s the miry road, 
With toll of grief to pay. 


Compassion is a flower 
That mercy helps one grow; 
Man’s harvest will be most rich 
If honor he will sow. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer 
Hagerstown, Md. 


through His manhood, and these glimpses 
are called epiphanies. 

Because of the beautiful meaning of the 
Epiphany, every boy and girl ought to 
know something about it. And what is 
best of all is the fact that every Christian 
has his epiphanies. There is something of 
God in every one of us and when that 
shines out through the flesh it is our 
epiphany. Even children have these 
epiphanies. We sometimes see persons 
whose very faces seem to shine when they 
are doing something for others or when 
they give utterance to some sublime 
thought. 

The first Epiphany was the showing 
forth of the glory of the Baby Jesus to 
the Wisemen, as told so beautifully by St. 
Matthew in the second chapter of his 
gospel. This story is therefore appointed 
as the Gospel Lesson for the Epiphany on 
January sixth. 

When the Wisemen came from the East, 
guided by a star, they sought the new- 
born King of the Jews. After finding out 
in Jerusalem where this expected King 
should be born, they came to Bethlehem. 
They came into the house where they saw 
the young Child with Mary, His mother; 
and they fell down and worshiped Him; 
and opening their treasures, they offered 
unto Him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. It was no ordinary child before 
whom these Wisemen bowed. There was 
something in the Baby Jesus that had 
never been in any other baby, and it made 
the Wisemen fall down and worship Him. 
They saw a glimpse of the Godhead shin- 
ing through the form of the little Child. 
It was the Epiphany, the showing forth 
of the divine character of Jesus through 
the veil of the flesh. 

For about 30 years Jesus kept His glory 
hidden, from the time the Wisemen wor- 
shiped Him until He entered upon His 
great ministry. No doubt, however, Jo- 
seph and Mary, who knew of His divine 
character, saw glimpses of His divine glory 
in the quiet home at Nazareth and mar- 
veled about His remarkable character. 

Once, however, during these long years, 
the veil was lifted to show a glimpse of 
His inner glory, and that was when He 


THE PASTOR THINKS 


The great material wealth of a 
congregation doesn’t ‘mean a thing” 


to the devil when he sees a chance 
to get busy in the congregation. 


—Now and Then. 
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was twelve years old. We are indebted to 
St. Luke for the preservation of this inci- 
dent in Jesus’ boyhood, when Joseph and 
Mary took Him along to Jerusalem. 

They thought He was lost, but after a 
long search they found Him in the tem- 
ple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, 
both hearing them and asking them ques- 
tions, and they were amazed at His under- 
standing and His answers. That was His 
Epiphany, and the incident is taken as 
the Gospel Lesson for the first Sunday 
after Epiphany. 

He was of the age when a Jewish child 
became responsible for his acts before the 
law, or became “a child of the law.” He 
became aware of God as He had not been 
before, and He had a vision of His great 
life and work, and said, “Knew ye not 
that I must be in my Father’s house?” 
The learned doctors of the temple saw a 
glimpse of the Godhead in Jesus shining 
through His boyhood, and they were amaz- 
ed at the revelation. 

The next Gospel Lesson, appointed for 
the second Sunday after the Epiphany, is 
the one from which our text is taken. 
Jesus had entered upon His ministry, and 
was attending a wedding. Here He per- 
formed His first miracle, changing water 
into wine. John tells us expressly, “This 
beginning of his signs did Jesus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifested his glory.” He 
practically calls it an Epiphany. 

The next two Epiphany lessons are also 
accounts of scenes where Jesus performed 
miracles, in the one case where He showed 
His power over disease by healing those 
who were afflicted; and in the other case 
where He stilled the tempest, showing that 
He had power over the forces of nature. 

These lessons show us how the Godhead 
of Jesus shone through His manhood in 
the various miracles He performed. The 
many miracles He performed, both record- 
ed and unrecorded, during His three years’ 
ministry are varied enough to show that 
He had wonderful power, different from 
any other person who ever lived, and ¢a- 
pable even now of helping in every time 
of need. 

Not only in His miracles did Jesus show 
forth His divine character, but also in His 
parables. The Gospel Lesson for the fifth 
Sunday after the Epiphany, is the Parable 
of the Wheat and the Tares. Those pie- 
ture stories were so beautiful that the 
common people heard Him gladly, and 
they appeal to children as well as adults 
all over the world. 

The last lesson of the Epiphany season is 
the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus, 
as told by St. Matthew, in which the 
divine glory of Jesus shone forth with its 
greatest power, making it the climax of all 
the Epiphany lessons. 

Jesus took with Him Peter, James and 
John into a high mountain, and He was 
transfigured before them, and His face did 
shine as the sun, and His garments be- 
came white as the light. Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; 
if thou wilt, I will make here three taber- 
nacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” While he was yet 
speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them; and a voice out of the cloud said, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased; hear ye him.”’” And when the 
disciples heard it, they fell on their faces, 
and were sore afraid. Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, “Arise, and be not 
afraid.” And lifting up their eyes, they 
saw no one save Jesus only. Perhaps St. 
John was thinking of this experience when 
he wrotes in the prologue to his gospel: 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 
among us (and we beheld His glory), full 
of grace and truth.” 


We hate to see college men going with- 
out hats, and yet we’d rather see them 
going without hats than wearing the sort 
of hats that they would wear if they did 
wear hats.—Colby White Mule. 
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Chief of Police: “Can you give a de- 
scription of your missing cashier?” 

Banker: “He is about 5 feet 5 inches 
tall and $7,000 short.” 


GOSSIP! 
Oh, have you not heard? 
Sh! mum is the word. 
It’s gossip, you know, 
So let us go slow. 
Is anyone near? 
Can anyone hear? 
Now don’t breathe a word, 
The thing sounds absurd! 
But don’t tell a soul, 
First get the news whole. 
I’m last to defame 
Another’s good name. 
All gossip and lies 
I loathe and despise. 
Yet what can one do 
When rumor seems true? 
I’m sure Mrs. Smith 
Will say it’s a myth, 
And Jones will taboo 
The thing as untrue. 
You see it’s like this— 
The morsel don’t miss! 
Do listen! Be still! 
Wait a moment until— 
Sh! now not a word— 
Don’t want to be heard— 
Be patient, I pray, 

- I know what you'll say,— 
Just lend me your ear 
And T’ll whisper, my dear: 
Our neighbor, the lord, 
Has bought a new Ford! 


—By Grenville Kleiser 


Admirer: “That tenor has a wonderful 
voice. He can hold one of his notes for 
half a minute.” 

Banker: “That’s nothing. I’ve held one 
of his notes for two years.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


HOW CHILDREN GIVE 
Mrs. Nestor Noel 


I once called at a friend’s house a little 
before Christmas when all the children 
and their mother were busy arranging their 
Christmas gifts. I enjoyed hearing them 
talk, for the children had the true Christ- 
mas spirit. As they prepared their little 
gifts, wrapping them in pretty paper and 
fastening on address tags with the words, 
“Do not open until Christmas,” I could 
see that they took as much pleasure in 
giving as they would in receiving. 

Then Laura, the eldest girl, said, “Don’t 
put, ‘Do not open until Christmas’ on Mrs. 
Robinson’s present, because she is having 
a hard time to get along and may need 
her sweater right away. We must see 
that she gets it in time to save her from 
buying another.” 

The little ones agreed with this. They 
had all been carefully brought up, and 
unconsciously put themselves in the place 
of each recipient. It is delightful when 
children do this, but it is largely a matter 
of teaching. I well remember once over- 
hearing a child say, “I won’t give any- 
thing to Myrtle because she didn’t give 
anything to me last year.” 

It was unpleasant to hear such a remark 
from a young child, but she had evidently 
heard her parents or her elder sisters or 
brothers say something quite similar. Un- 
der such conditions it is difficult to teach 
a child to give graciously and kindly with- 
out looking for a return. When young 
children make certain disagreeable re- 
marks it is hardly fair to scold or pun- 
ish them. We should find out how they 
learned to think and talk as they are 
doing. A child may be imitating some- 
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one. Of course, it is by imitation that 
children learn to talk. For this reason we 
should be very careful of our conversa- 
tion in their presence, above all at Christ- 
mas time. We do not want them to copy 
our faults in case we are unfortunate 
enough to have some, do we? 

In order that our children may under- 
stand that “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive,” we should be happy in 
our giving. We should speak very kindly 
about the people to whom we decide to 
give presents, and let the children see 
that we do not give with the thought of 
receiving in return. 

Children should love giving. It is a 
natural attitude. I think my little girl 
has always loved to give. I cannot re- 
member a time when she did not do so. 
However, you can spoil this pleasure for 
a child by ungraciousness in accepting 
such little gifts as wild flowers, pretty 
stones or shells. When a child rushes in- 
to the house thrilled with the joy of some 
gift for Mother, and the parent says 


TO BABY SON—ON HIS SECOND 
BIRTHDAY 


Two years you have been with us, 
son, 
Two years! Can it be true? 
Was ever life so rich, so deep, 
*Til Heaven gave us you? 


A wonder-child we called you, then, 
As close we pressed your form: 
A bit of life from eternity’s shore, 
Love’s treasure-trove, new-born. 


A tiny baby-thing you were, 
At your first peep o’ day, 

And as we gazed upon you there, 
You stole our hearts away! 


As each new day dawns o’er you, 
dear, 
The marvel ne’er grows dim, 
That Heaven should ope and favor 
us 
With such a gift from Him! 


—Laura Murdock Kichline. 
Quarryville, Pa., 
Dec. 29, 1934 


crossly, “Take away that rubbish,” the 
child is not encouraged in the art of giv- 
ing. It is the mother’s fault if a little 
later the child does not like to give. 

Children especially enjoy giving what 
they have made with their own hands, so 
the wise mother helps them to make gifts 
instead of giving them a great deal of 
pocket money to spend, and then, of 
course, she shows her appreciation of the 
special gift they have made for her. 
Father, too, should learn to take the chil- 
dren’s gifts in the spirit in which they 
are offered. If he and Mother talk these 
matters over together beforehand, he is 
not likely ever to say, “I do not need 
this,’ even if that is the actual truth. 
And, in later years, how we all treasure 
these home-made gifts! 


“Only through the establishment of 
nursery schools and kindergartens can a 
mechanical era ensure to little children 
space, opportunity, companionship in play, 
environment that builds health, and lead- 
ership that lays the foundations of whole- 
some habits of mind and conduct.’’—Aure- 
lia Henry Reinhardt, President, Mills Col- 
lege, California. 


If there is no kindergarten in a com- 
munity, the National Kindergarten Asso- 
ciation, 8 West Fortieth Street, New York 
City, will gladly send leaflets and in- 
formation to any person interested in se- 
curing the establishment of a class under 
a properly trained kindergartner. 
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THE PROTESTANT CHURCH 
AS A SOCIAL INSTITUTION 


By H. Paul Douglass and 
Edmand DeS. Brunner 


What is the future of the Pro- 
testant Church? Is it sufficiently 
in line with the vital social and 
intellectual trends of today? To 
answer these questions, an exten- 
sive survey has been made, as 
diversified as the study of Mid- 
dletown and the Fact Finders’ Re- 
ports basic to Rethinking Missions. 
The results are here for the first 
time summarized, in a volume of 
value to ministers, seminary pro- 
fessors and laymen interested in 
the function of the Protestant 
Church in the field of social serv- 
ice. Price, $2.50, postpaid. 
(Probable date of Publication, 
January 30) 


New Books in Harpers 
Monthly Pulpit 


ARROWS OF LIGHT 
By Boynton Merrill 


“Jesus did not shoot His arrows 
into the air. He saw His target, 
He selected the proper arrow, and 
with unerring aim, it sped to the 
very center of the matter.’’ These 
words in Dr. Merrill’s title sermon 
might be used in describing his 
own gift. For it is with consum- 
mate skill that he hits the mark 
in dealing with our particular 
shortcomings today. President 
Ernest M. Hopkins of Dartmouth 
College has called his sermons 
“distinguished in substance and 
indicative of rare spiritual under- 
standing.” Price, $1.00, postpaid. 


THE INEXHAUSTIBLE 


CHRIST 
By Carl H. Elmore 


Christ as the supreme example 
of successful living is the subject 
of these arresting sermons. How 
we may find in Him an inexhaust- 
ible wealth of inspiration for our 
Own lives is here revealed, with 
all the vividness of illustration for 
which Dr. Elmore is noted. Some 
of the sermon titles are: The 
Cheerful Side of Defeat, Have We 
Outgrown the Authority of Jesus?, 
A Creed for the Next Mile, The 
Road We Didn’t Take. 

Price, $1.00 
(Publication date, January 30) 


DIVINE WHITE RIGHT 


By Trevor Bowen 


The ‘‘divine white right” to dis- 
criminate against another race is 
the subject of this vigorous indict- 
ment. From the slave era to the 
New Deal, the plight of the Negro 
in the U. S. is investigated with 
some startling results. It is to 
counteract the evils of economic, 
educational and _ religious. dis- 
crimination that this study has 
been made; offering constructive 
suggestions for the alleviation of 
the Negro in our society. 

Price, $1.75 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 
(THE HEIDELBERG PRESS) 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILA. PA. 
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Porter: “Miss, your train is—” 
Precise Passenger: “My man, why do 
you say ‘your train’, when you know it 


belongs to the railway company?” 

Porter: “Dunno, Miss. Why do you 
say, ‘my man’, when you know I belong 
to my old woman?” 


Letter to a Florida newspaper: “Thurs- 
day I lost a gold watch I valued highly. 
I immediately advertised in your lost 
and found column and waited. Yesterday 
I went home and found the watch in the 
pocket of another suit. It certainly pays 
to advertise.” 


Woman Driver: “Can you fix this fen- 
der so my husband will never know I 
bent it?” 

Garage Mechanic: “No, but I can fix 
it so that you can ask him in a few days 
how he bent it.” 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 
By John Andrew Holmes 
Tears which never get beyond the 


globular form can never save the 
world; they must first assume the 
shape of the cross. 


A Major Offensive on Many Fronts ! 
RELIGION RENOUNCES WAR 


By WALTER W. VAN KIRK, Executive Secretary of the 
Federal Council of Churches 


What is the most significant battle-front today in the war against war? 
certainly. 
The Christian Churches of America, now in one 
~ sector and now in another, have entered upon a campaign which is begin- 
ning to assume the proportions of a major offensive? 
as drawn by Dr. Van Kirk, is an astounding one: being no less than that of 
a worldwide Christian opinion rapidly mobilized for a veritable crusade 
which cuts across all lines of denomination, 


Not the disarmament conferences, 
fessed ‘‘radicals,’’ perhaps. 


persuasion. 


“Whether one be pacifist or militarist or just plain American citizen, this 
massing and presentation of facts in masterly fashion in regard to the atti- 
tude of the Protestant Churches in regard to war is full of interest and full 


of challenge.” 


“This book simply had to be written! 
attitude of the Church toward the institution of war made its appearance 
And since it had to be written Walter W. Van Kirk is perhaps 
the best qualified person in the United States to undertake the task.’’— 


inevitable. 


The Christian-Evangelist. 
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Not the opposition of pro- 


The complete picture, 


social class and political 


The revolutionary change in the 


Price, $2.00, postpaid. 
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“WHAT THINK YE?” 
(An Interpretation by C. O. G. 8.) 


Sixty-eight times in the four gospels 
Jesus refers direetly to himself as the son 
of MAN. (The capitalization is mine; 
and it is more certainly “authorized” by 
the New Testament original than that of 
the retainers of King James I, who ex- 
ploited the son of Man by ostensible “di- 
vine right”.) 

Only once in the four gospels does Jesus 
refer directly to himself as the son of 
GOD (which for me is quite sufficient), 
and five times by implication; all of which 
six references occur in the gospel accord- 
ing to John, 

In this connection the most significant 
and impressive passage is Matthew 26: 
63-68. Let us look it squarely in the face, 
with open, honest minds, and without 
prejudice; not failing to note the supreme 
composure of Jesus and the familiar blus- 
ter of the high priest. 

The passage reads as follows, capitaliz- 
ed as it should be capitalized, provided 
we accept the authority and plain teach- 
ing of the Christian Scriptures of the 
New Testament. 

“The high priest answered and said unto 
him, I adjure thee by the living God, that 
thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, 
the son of GOD. Jesus saith unto him, 
THOU hast said: nevertheless I (note 
this capital) say unto you, Hereafter shall 
ye see the son of MAN sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven,” 

It was this that terrified them, enraged 
them, caused them to gnash on him with 
their teeth, just as they do today. 

That the Christ, the son of GOD, should 
thus come by no means incensed them, or 
alarmed them. Those haughty, imperious 
bigots, exclusive, obsessed with a super- 
iority complex, expected great things of 
their coming Messiah, who should “restore 
the kingdom” to their narrow, unneigh- 
borly ISRAEL. It was not this that 
aroused their wrath. It was not this that 
stirred their indignation. It was not this 
that terrified them. 

But that the son of MAN should thus 
come (the MAN whom they had capital- 
ized, expleited, impoverished and brutal- 
ized), that the son of this MAN should 
thus come they could not endure! And 
they cannot endure it today! 

80 “the high priest rent his clothes, 


saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what 
further need have we of witnesses, be- 
hold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.” 

How shockingly transparent is this 
time-honored bluster! It was the high 
priest himself who referred to Jesus as 
“the son of GOD”. Jesus did not, but 
referred to himself as “the son of MAN”! 

To them, however, this was the “blas- 
phemy”. This was the source of the ter- 
ror and pretentious indignation that seized 
them. They did not want that son of 
MAN (for quite evident reasons) to come 
“in the clouds of heaven” sitting “at the 
right hand of power”! And for precisely 
the same reasons the same imperialistic 
cult will not stand for it today. They 
look for the son of GOD, whom they pro- 
fess to worship; but they do not care to 
meet this victorious son of MAN, whom 
they constantly exploit, and on whom they 
feed their insatiable greed. 

That HE should come in power and 


judge them is just too bad—for them! 

Therefore the high priest continues: 
“What think ye? ‘They answered and 
said, He is guilty of death. Then they 
spit in his face (the face of this son of 
MAN), and buffeted him (as they always 
have done); and others smote him with 
the palms of their hands (they never 
have ceased to do it), saying, Prophesy 
unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote 
thee?” 

He knows, all right; and some day he is 
going to tell them! 

So they glorified the son of GOD, and 
crucified the son of MAN, just as they 
are doing today. 

But Jesus said, “Now is the son of 
MAN glorified, and GOD. is glorified in 
HIM!” (John 13:31). And some day they 
“shall see the son of MAN coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory” (Mark 
13:26). ; 

God speed the day! 
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THE CHURCH SERVICES 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Third Sunday after Epiphany. Jan. 27, 1935 


PETER’S DENIAL 
Mark 14:27-31; 54:66-72 

Golden Text: Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall. I Corinthians 10:12. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Danger. 2. The 
Denial. 3. The Repentance. 

The incident of our lesson forms one of 
the tragic features of our Lord’s passion. 
His via dolorosa is crowded with figures 
that repel or attract us. Mary, Simon of 
Cyrene, the daughters of Jerusalem, and 
the penitent thief touch the dark picture 
with points of light, while Herod, Pilate, 
and Judas heighten its gloom. Among 
them all Peter’s figure stands out clearly 
in its mingled light and darkness. His 
base denial arouses our just indignation, 
and his sineere penitence and noble re- 
covery command our sympathy and quick- 


en our aspiration. 


I. The Danger. Peter’s denial, like every 
sin, had its prelude and preparation. The 
outward act was the symptom of our in- 
ward decline. To,understand the deep fall 
of the disciple, we must learn to know 
his spirit. 

On their way to Gethsemane Jesus had 
warned the Twelve, “All ye shall be of- 
fended in Me this night.” And Peter’s 
bold reply had been, “If all shall be of- 
fended in Thee, I will never be offended.” 
But the Master knew His fickle friend 


better than Peter knew himself. Beneath — 


an impetuous enthusiasm, that made gen- 


erous promises and resolutions, Jesus dis- 


cerned a weak spirit, that needed to wateh 
and pray against temptation. Therefore 
He replied, “Verily I say unto thee th: 
this night thou shalt deny:Me thrice.” 
was an overweening confidence in his sp 
itual strength that led Peter to an 
“Even if I must die with Thee, yet 
I not deny Thee.” ~ 
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In this dangerous mood of spiritual 
pride, the impulsive apostle found his 
way into the courtyard of the palace, 
and took his place among the enemies of 
Jesus. Doubtless it was love of his Mas- 
ter that drew him thither, but it proved 
to be the wrong place for a spirit like 
his, torn twixt loyalty and fear. Think- 
ing that he could stand, he hastened to a 
grievous fall. 


It is always dangerous for Christians 
to associate with men who are openly 
mocking and crucifying Jesus. Those who 
are strong enough to confess Christ boldly 
before men may venture into the court- 
yards of the high priests of wickedness to 
bear witness. Young Christians and waver- 
ing disciples will find that bad company 
is for them the borderland of disloyalty. 
There is strength for the weak, and cour- 
age for the timid in the fellowship of the 
Chureh, and in Christian organizations. 
That is where they must seek companion- 
ship and cultivate friendship. ‘Blessed is 
the man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful.” Peter flaunted that wise warn- 
ing. He sat boldly in the seat of the 
scornful. Instead of watching and pray- 
ing, he walked defiantly into temptation. 

Jesus is still on trial. Daily men are 
sitting in judgment on His person, His 
principles, His Church. Christ or Anti- 
christ, that is the real issue today in 
every sphere of life. Shall He rule over 
us? Shall His Spirit control industry, 
business, politics—all our human interests 
and affairs? More than ever, perhaps, in 
this eternal conflict, Christ needs loyal 
friends and fearless disciples. Our place 
is with John, at Jesus’ side, not with Peter 
among the enemies of our Lord. Fear 
sealed the lips of the bold confessor of 
Caesarea Philippi, and terror numbed the 
hand that had smitten Malchus. He 
eounted for nothing in an hour when Jesus 
needed loyal friends. And he has a multi- 
tude of followers in modern Christendom. 
They wear the livery of Christ, on Sun- 
day, and in the house of worship their 
speech is flavored with a Galilean accent. 
Yet they count for little or nothing in His 
cause. By their works they deny Christ. 

II. The Denial. Peter’s actions had de- 
nied Christ even before he opened his 
lips to foreswear his allegiance. His pres- 
ence and cowardly silence in the midst of 
that scoffing crowd of Christ’s enemies 
revealed his disloyal spirit. Given the oc- 
casion, it was inevitable that this inward 
spirit of denial should find outward ex- 
pression, 

The hand that pushed the wavering dis- 
ciple into open treachery was that of a 
woman. A maid-servant noticed his sus- 
picious movement. Guessing the secret he 
was trying to guard, she denounced him 
openly as follower of the Galilean. Peter 
denied the accusation brazenly, and edged 
away from his tormentor. Perhaps he 
wanted to escape from the courtyard, but 
the door was closed. And, near the gate, 
another mocking voice said, “This man 
also was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 


Then Peter added an oath to his denial, 
and plunged boldly into the conversation, 
to ward off further suspicion. But now a 
kinsman of Malchus stepped forward with 
a third denunciation. Detecting the rough 

Galilean accent in Peter’s speech, he said, 
“of a truth thou art one of them; for thou 
art a Galilean.” Then Peter’s craven spirit 
lost every vestige of self-control. Curses 
and denials rained from the lips that had 
once confessed the Christ. The fisher of 
men relapsed to the status of a profane 
fisherman. 

But there was method in Peter’s mad- 
ness. ‘When he wanted to convince his 
accusers that he was not a disciple of 
Jesus, he could do no better than curse. 
His profanity supported and established 
his claim. It is one of the finest and 
strongest testimonials to Jesus that even 

those who do not believe in Him expect 
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Brotherhood Day 


FEBIRUARY 24 


The Week-End Nearest Washington’s Birthday Affords an Oppor- 
tunity to Focus Attention in Your Community Upon Methods for Fur- 
thering Justice, Amity, and Co-operation Among Protestants, Cath- 
olics, and Jews. 

“It shall be my endeavor to . . . contribute whatever may 

be in my power towards the preservation of the civil and 

religious liberties of the American people.” 

—George Washington. 


A DISMAL HISTORY 
Puritans (1600’s) exile Quakers, whip forty and kill four. “Know- 
Nothings” (1850’s) butcher Irish and burn their homes. A.P.A. 
(1890’s) defames Catholics by fraud and forgery. Ku-Klux Klan 
(1920’s) fanatically deny human rights to Negroes, Jews, Catholics. 
Nazi totalitarianism (1935) endangers by example personal liberty 
everywhere. 


A HOPEFUL OUTLOOK 
“Catholics, Jews, and Protestants must know one another, as we are 
all members of the crew of the same ship. Our cooperation as citizens 
is necessary for the safety of the ship, and every ignorance and every 
prejudice among us is a danger.’—Newton D. Baker. 


A COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 


You are invited to the first national Institute on Human Relations at 
Williams College, Williamstown, Mass., August 22-30, 1935. This 
Institute will consider: 

What local committees can do to improve intergroup relations 
through education programs in churches, schools, colleges, 
women’s groups, service clubs, radio, newspapers; 

What we can learn from other countries about racial and religious 
problems; 

What areas permit cooperation without sacrifice of conviction. 
There will be courses in five social sciences and popular informational 
lectures on current social problems. 

Write for Williamstown Institute program and registration informa- 


tion. 


Write for information, resource material, discussion outlines and pro- 


grams for Brotherhood Day. 


The NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
of JEWS AND CHRISTIANS 
289 Fourth Avenue, New York City 


Hon. Newton D. Baker 
Prof. Carlton J. H. Hayes 
Mr. Roger W. Straus 


Co-Chairmen 


cleanness of speech and conduct from His 
disciples. 

It was a woman’s jeer that occasioned 
Peter’s fall. Most of the women in the 
gospel narrative were friends and helpers 
of the Master. So it is still. Our women 
are the conservers and guardians of mor- 
ality and religion. They are the helpers 
and strengtheners of men. From mother 
to wife, they inspire us to live for the 
things that are high and holy. In the 
ministrations of the home, and in the serv- 
ices of the Church, they still are the help- 
ers of Christ. It would be a disaster for 
mankind if the women should ever resign 
the scepter and crown that have been 
theirs through the ages, and grasp, instead, 
the baubles and tinsel of men. 

Yet Peter is not the only man who has 
been kept from an open confession of 
Christ by a woman. Not, perhaps, by 
taunts and jeers do modern maidens turn 
men against Christ and His Church and 
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Robert A. Ashworth, D.D. 
Educational Secretary 


Benson Y. Landis, Ph.D. 
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cause, but, rather, by their indifference to 
religion, and by their mad pursuit of the 
treasures and playthings of life. 


We speak of a sudden fall into great 
sin. But it is much truer to fact to speak 
of a man’s gradual deterioration to the 
point of final ruin. Peter descended gradu- 
ally into the depth of perjured disloyalty. 
Pride, disobedience, bad company, lying, 
profanity, perjury were the steps that led 
to his fall. Men decline and decay gradu- 
ally before they become utterly corrupt. 
Physically and spiritually, death comes by 
degrees. No one steps suddenly out of an 
apostalate into apostacy. But the “white 
lie” contains the seed of black perjury. 

III. The Repentance. According to 
Mark, it was the crowing of a cock that 
caused Peter’s repentance. It reminded 
him of the warning of Jesus, “Before the 
cock crows thou shalt deny me thrice.” 
But Luke adds significant touch to the 
narrative of Peter’s tragic fall. He says, 
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“And the Lord turned and looked upon 
Peter.” It was the eye of Jesus, not the 
voice of a cock, that sent Peter weeping 
out of the courtyard. 

There are many voices in nature that 
may startle men, and stop them tempo- 
rarily in their career of sin. The cry of 
conscience or the call of the grave may 
warn or terrify us. Judas heard those 
voices. They drove him to remorse and 
despair. But there is no voice in nature 
that calls men to repentance, and promises 
pardon and peace. That voice sounds 
forth only in the glad tidings of Christ. 
Peter heard the crowing of the cock, but 
it was the eye of the Master that brought 
him to his senses. What he saw there, in 
that merciful eye of the Saviour, caused 
him to weep for sorrow and shame. It 
restored him to the apostolate. It sent him 
out, not into the night, like Judas, but 
into an heroic life of confession and wit- 
ness-bearing, even unto death. 

Sinful humanity will ever find comfort 
and courage in the picture of this impul- 
sive disciple. If Judas alone of the 
Twelve had sinned, who died in despair, 
we, too, might despair. If all of the 
Twelve, Peter included, had stood like 
John, unshaken and unsullied in the hour 
of trial, our own temptation and sin would 
seem darker and more heinous. But in 
Peter we have the picture of an apostle, 
sinning grievously and recovering glori- 
ously. 

Thus Peter comes closest to our own ex- 
perience. Judas we may pity or condemn. 
John we may admire and envy. But Peter 
we understand best of all. When, like 
him, we sin and fall, his example encour- 
ages us to look to Jesus, to find in His 
gospel the joy of forgiveness and the 
strength to go out and sin no more. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Jan. 27: What Is the Program of Our 
Church and Denomination? Acts 6:1-7 


The program of a Church serves as its 
road map, its schedule, its outline of ac- 
tivities. It is quite important that every 
congregation should have a well thought 
out, a well wrought out program in which 
it enlists the activity of its members. This 
program should fit in with the program of 
the denomination and with the needs and 
opportunities of the community in which 
the Church is located. This program does 
not need to be very elaborate and should 
be understood by all. There should always 
be a unified program for the local congre- 
gation, that is to say, all the organizations, 
the societies connected with the congrega- 
tion, should have one common plan and 
purpose towards which all their efforts are 
directed. The weakness in so many con- 
gregations is that their working forces are 
scattered and each organization goes its 
own way. A unified or common program 
will prevent all this. 

What then should be the program of the 
local Church? There are at least four or 
five features of the same. 

The first is Evangelism. The purpose of 
the local Church certainly includes the 
winning of men and women for Christ. In 
every community there are folks who are 
not identified with the Church. These need 
to be won. There are young people who 
should be duly instructed for Church mem- 
bership and then brought into its fellow- 
ship. This can best be accomplished by 
definite systematic effort. When a congre- 
gation goes along for a year or more with- 
out adding any new members, it usually 
indicates that nothing definite has been 
done in that direction. Let the Sunday 
School, the Young Peoples’ Society, the 
Missionary Society all interest themselves 
in getting members for the Church and the 
results will be found to be most gratifying. 

2. Religious Education. This is a vital 
part of the Church’s program. It involves 
the nurture and training of our people, 
especially the youth in the principles and 
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practice of our religion. This, however, 
includes a great deal more than a hap- 
hazard study of the Sunday School lesson 
during the Sunday School hour. Religious 
education to be effective must be well 
planned and persistently carried forward. 
It begins back in the home and proceeds 
through all the grades and departments of 
the Church life. It involves more than a 
study of methods. It has to deal with life 
and with the great facts and phases of 
our religion. Nothing so helps to integrate 
folks into the life of the Church than a 
constant and consistent program of reli- 
gious education. We can have a new 
Church inside of one generation if we 
make use of a proper program of religious 
education. 

3. Missions. Every Church must include 
the work of missions in its program. This 
is its outreach into wider circles at home 
and abroad. A Church will shrivel up and 
die if it does not find an outlet for its 
life through missionary effort. No self- 
centered Church can long survive. Conse- 
quently missions are not a mere adjunct 
of the Church’s program. They must form 
its beating heart, its pulsating spirit. 
Every organization should center its activi- 
ties around this cardinal task of the 
Church. The money needed to carry on the 
missionary work can readily be raised if 
there is a unified program bearing on this 
phase of the Church’s life. 

4, Finance. Money is not the chief con- 
sideration but at times it becomes neces- 
sary to raise money. Consequently the 
raising of the budget, both for local needs 
and for missions, becomes a vital part of 
the program. It should be done system- 
atically, definitely and not in the spas- 
modiec way in which it is too often at- 
tempted. 

Every member of the Church should ac- 
quaint him or herself not only with the 
programs of the local Church, but also with 
that of the denomination as a whole. 
Especially at this time when the new mer- 
ger of the Evangelical Synod of North 
America and the Reformed Church in the 
United States, precipitates so many prob- 
lems of such delicate and difficult a char- 
acter, does it become necessary to have a 
clear understanding of what the united 
Church expects to accomplish. Every con- 
gregation should arrange to have courses 
of study on these problems and tasks 
which emerge because of this new union. 
What these specific problems are may be 
ascertained by reading the Church papers, 
the reports of the Boards and the Minutes 
of the General Synod and other Church 
literature. Have a program of work and 
then work your program and great results 
will follow. 


FACING FOREIGN MISSION DAY 
(Continued from Page 2) 


teachings and spirit of their “Mother- 
school” are bearing fruit. Just today I 
received a letter from the secretary of the 
Commissioner Yamamuro, head of the Sal- 
vation Army in Japan, which contains the 
following paragraph about one of the 
graduates: 

“When traveling to Europe on the 
Kashima Maru, the Commissioner conduct- 
ed frequent services, and not least among 
those who helped in the arrangements was 
Mr. Nagai, ship’s purser, who said he was 
a graduate of North Japan College. He 
also said that in his student days he heard 
the Commisioner speak in North Japan 
College. Therefore, the Commissioner 
thought you would be interested to hear 
of this man and gratified to know that he 
is carrying on the splendid traditions of 
your institution.” 

This Mr. Nagai graduated about 20 
years ago. He did not become a Chris- 
tian while in school, but soon after gradu- 
ation he reflected, and I had the privilege 
of baptizing him in the Church of his 
home town.» 
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CAUGHTI—BUT FREE! 


A meeting of the laymen who are assist- 
ing in the presentation of the plans for 
Foreign Mission Day in Lehigh Classis was 
held in Allentown on the last Sunday after- 
noon of the old year, when Rey. Dr. Paul 
Reid Pontius, of Lehighton, President of 
Eastern Synod, made this short but signifi- 
cant address: 

“Our Board of Foreign Missions was 
caught in the grip of an economie disaster. 
What was to be done when the crash 
came? Would the depression be brief or 
of any duration? Should missionaries be 
immediately recalled and all work stop- 
ped? Who knew what was best? Our 
Board tried to hold on, and the result was 
increased indebtedness. 

“Blind managers? Not at all. No more 
blind than Mr. Coolidge, who in 1928 was 
happy over the state of the nation! No 
more blind than Mr. Hoover, who felt in 
that same year that we were ‘nearer to 
the final triumph over proverty than ever 
before in the history of mankind’! No 
more blind than Roger Babson, who spoke 
of ‘continued prosperity in 1929’! No more 
blind than ‘John D. and Son’, who early in 
1930 said they were purchasing ‘sound 
common stocks at levels which we believe 
represent sound investment values’! No 
more blind that Mr. Andrew W. Mellon, 
who said in January, 1930, that he ‘could 
see nothing that is either menacing or 
warrants pessimism’! No more blind than 
either Mr. Hoover, who in May of 1930 
said, ‘We have passed the worst,’ or the 
President of the N. Y. Stock Exchange, 
who the following September said, ‘the 
business horizon is clear.’ In the face of 
what was actually happening but was not 
seen by these false optimists, who is in 
a position to criticize our Board of For- 
eign Missions for poor management? 

“Yes, our Board was caught; but she 
shall be free! She shall be free when we 
make her free on February 10. Further- 
more, she must be free before the wedding. 
In accordance with the articles of agree- 
ment between the former Reformed Church 
in the U. S. and the former Evangelical 
Synod of North America, she must be. 
And rightly so. The ‘E’ Group of the 
new Church is free of Foreign Mission 
debt. No one expects them to assume 
ours, especially when our work is more 
extensive than theirs. As a certain cou- 
ple, before they were married, paid all 
their college debts before the nuptials, so 
ought it be with the wedding of the two 
Boards of Foreign Missions. In debt, no 
marriage! Free of debt, a wedding! 

“Let not our being caught in the grip of 
an economic disaster weaken our confi- 
dence or reduce our giving. Out of every 
dollar given for Foreign Missions in Amer- 
ican Protestantism prior to the depression, 
93°4¢ reached its destination; this added 
to the 30%4¢ received on the foreign field 
from offerings, from schools and hospitals, 
made every American dollar on the for- 
eign field amount to $1.24. No ordinary 
business concern can approach such effi- 
ciency. “We shall be free!” 


CHRISTMAS AT HOFFMAN 
ORPHANAGE 


For weeks before Christmas our children 
were talking and planning for the happy 
Christmas time. 
ating their cottages, the annual Christmas 
service and program in which they had 
part, friends they were expecting to see, 
gifts provided for them, and the annual 
turkey dinner. 

Each cottage had its own decorated 
Christmas tree which was illumined by 
electric lights and added cheer to all in 
the cottage. Decorating the trees and plat- 
forms gave great joy to the children in 
each cottage. In the oval on our campus 
we have a beautiful evergreen tree which 
we decorate with colored lights. The il- 


lumination of the tree not only adds beau- 
ty to the campus and cottages, but also 


is seen for miles by neighbors and frien: 


They talked about decor-. 


. 
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On Christmas morning all the gifts were 
distributed to the cottages and then to 
the children. We are happy to state that 
every child received a personal gift from 
some relative or friend. When the pack- 
ages were opened by and for the children 
in each cottage, happiness reigned supreme. 

We had no sessions of our school be- 
tween Christmas and New Year, and this 
enabled us to render our Christmas service 
and program in the school building. 

This year we were specially blessed with 
gifts of turkeys for both Christmas and 
New Year dinners. The turkey, the fixin’s, 
the ice cream and cakes, were greatly en- 
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joyed by all the children and we are glad 
to say that no child got sick from over- 
eating. The dinner lasted one hour and 
then all returned to their cottages and 
gifts. 

This year more organizations, societies 
and girls’ guilds furnished a larger num- 
ber of useful articles for the children’s use 
through the coming year than ever before. 
Many parents, relatives and friends vis- 
ited the Home and the children. We are 
greatly encouraged by the liberality and 
whole-hearted support given by the many 
friends of this Home to God’s little chil- 
dren. —A. P. Frantz. 
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An army of 25,000 Federal employees 
started out Jan. 2 to ask 100 questions of 
every farmer in the United States, for a 
new and comprehensive survey of the farm. 
The benefits expected to be derived from 
this census will have a marked influence 
on the future welfare of agriculture and 
the country as a whole. Answers to prob- 
lems vital to agricultural industry will be 
sought. 

The $1,000 prize givén annually by the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science to the author “of a note- 
worthy paper” presented on the program 
of the annual winter meeting was awarded 
at Pittsburgh Jan. 1 to Prof. Vern O. 
Knudsen of the University of California 
at Los Angeles for his paper reporting his 
researches on the “absorption of sound in 
gases.” 

In a spectacular climax to their inter- 
national jamboree, 18,000 Boy Scouts and 
Girl Guides Jan. 1 marched in review past 
their 77-year-old founder, Sir Robert 
Baden-Powell, at Melbourne, Australia. 
30,000 spectators gave an ovation to the 
contingent of 6 Scouts from the United 
States. 

The rose fete parade at Pasadena, Cal., 
Jan. 1, was viewed by 1,000,000 persons. 
There were 67 floats in this 46th annual 
tournament. 6,000,000 blossoms were used. 

The 74th Congress convened Jan. 3. 
Representative Byrns of Tennessee was 
unanimously nominated by the overwhelm- 
ing Democratic majority as Speaker of the 
House. (President MRoosevelt’s message 
was delivered in person Jan. 4 at a joint 
session in the House chamber. 

Two years and 10 months from the 
date of the tragedy at Hopewell, Bruno 
Richard Hauptmann was placed on trial 
at Flemington, N. J., Jan. 2, charged with 
the murder of Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr. 

The Steamer Lexington was sunk in 
the East River, New York, by the 
freighter Jane Christenson of San Fran- 
cisco, Jan. 2. 171 were aboard. The 
passengers numbering 120 were safely put 
ashore. Some of the crew are missing. 

Dr. James F. Coupal, White House phy- 
sician during the Coolidge administration, 
died in Washington Jan. 3, at the age of 
fifty. 

The Panama Railroad earned $1,280,183 
in the year. The United States Govern- 
ment has held stock control since 1904 
and has received in that time dividends of 
$10,744,905. 

The country’s public debt reached the 
all-time peak of $28,478,663,924 on Dec. 
31, almost two billions above the war-time 
mark. 

A schedule which calls for a daily non- 
stop flight between Chicago and New York 
City in 4 hours and 5 minutes will be 
started Jan. 28, it was announced Jan. 3 
by officials of Transcontinental Western 
Air, Inc. This special non-stop trip, the 
fastest ever included in a regular sched- 


ule, will be flown from West to East over 
the 726-mile airway. The special plane 
will leave Chicago at 5.30 P. M. and arrive 
in New York at 10.30 P. M. (Eastern 
standard time). 

A rising accident toll, 8.7 per cent above 
that of 1933, cost the United States 99,000 
lives last year, the National Safety Coun- 
cil reported. 

President Roosevelt intends to quit the 
dole by making jobs for the 3,500,000 em- 
ployables now on relief. The unemploy- 
ables, numbering 1,500,000, would be re- 
turned to local governments. His pro- 
gram involves activities outside of the 
ordinary scope of private industry, except 
for the purchase of materials and neces- 
sary equipment. Until this plan can be- 
come effective the President and Congres- 
sional leaders have worked out a plan to 
divert $880,000,000 of unexpended balances 
to carry on Federal relief. 

President Roosevelt Jan. 4 continued the 
5 per cent cut in Federal salaries for an- 
other six months, saving the government 
about $34,000,000. Salaries were reduced 
15 per cent in 1933. But 10 per cent has 
been restored. 

The World Court issue, a subject of heat- 
ed debate in the Senate of 5 previous Con- 
gresses, has been brought to the fore by 
President Roosevelt by suddenly calling a 
White House conference to consider expedi- 
tion of Senate action on proposed adher- 
ence to the Court. 

Power to establish and enforce market- 
ing agreements for all farm commodities 
will be sought from the present Congress 
by the Agricultural Adjustment Adminis- 
tration. The request will be made in the 
form of amendments to the basic adjust- 
ment act. 


Newton D. Baker was reappointed by 
President Roosevelt Jan. 5 for a term of 
six years as a United States member of 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration at 
The Hague. His previous term had ex- 
pired. Other United States members are 
Elihu Root, John Bassett Moore and Man- 
ley O. Hudson. 

President Lazaro Cardenas of Mexico 
has opened a campaign against drinking 
by decreeing higher taxes on the consump- 
tion, sale and importation of alcoholic 
beverages. 

Final agreement between Italy and 
France was reached Jan. 6 at Rome by 
Premier Mussolini and Pierre Laval, 
French Foreign Minister. African prob- 
lems are among those involved in nations’ 
agreement. It is considered the accord is 
a big stroke for peace of Europe. 

With 51 passengers and a crew of 125 
aboard, the Ward liner Havana, bound 
from New York to Havana, Progreso and 
Vera Cruz, ran aground in thick weather 
Jan. 6 on a coral reef off the northern 
tip of the Bahamas. All the passengers 
were rescued. 
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HOIR GOWNS 


PBULPIT VESTMENTS 
Hangings: Ornaments-Fringes- 
-Furnishingsand Supplies- 


CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER at low prices. Tray and 86 
glasses $6.50 up. Extra Glasses 
$1.00 dozen. Collection and Bread 
Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box 3, Lima, Ohio 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff-Stops Hair Falling 
Imparts Color and BeautytoGray 
and Faded Hair 
6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists, 
Hiscox Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 
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IN MANY CIRCLES these 
New Eldridge Books will be welcome 


See Descriptions 
i Catalog 


ainment 
at Novelties 


fr Kindergarten 
and Primary 
Price 50¢ 


“Everybody's 
Game 
Book, 


Price 75¢ 


Activities 
Price 50¢ 


Short 
Stunts 
for Shower 
Parties 40° 


pric€ 


Scenery 

Simplified 

(A Build Your Own 
Cl, Scenery Book) 


unds| 5° 


ELDRIDGE ENTERTAINMENT HOUSE Jac 


FRANKLIN, OHIO an? DENVER, COLO.829-/S2ST. 


Prof. George Pierce Baker, the play ex- 
pert, died in New York City Jan. 6. In 
the course of his career of thirty-six years 
at Harvard and eight at Yale, Dr. Baker 
had among his students men who became 
famous playwrights. He retired in 1933. 
He was 68 years old. 

In memory of the ten aviators who lost 
their lives in the hazardous attempt to 
span the Pacific between California and 
Hawaii, Captain Frank A. Flynn, member 
of the National Aeronautical Association, 
has sponsored an open letter to Amelia 
Earhart, urging her to abandon her pro- 
posed flight from Honolulu to the Califor- 
nia coast. “Fifty per cent of the planes 
that have started on the transpacific hop 
have not come through,” said Mr. Flynn. 

Hamilton Holt, president of Rollins Col- 
lege and founder of League of Nations 
Association, called upon President Roose- 
velt in an “open sermon” at Winter Park, 
Fla., Jan. 6, to use his prestige and influ- 
ence to lead the United States into both 
the World Court and the League of Na- 
tions by a joint resolution of Congress. 

President Roosevelt Jan. 7 asked Con- 
gress for $8,520,413,609 to carry on the 
affairs of the government in the fiscal year 
1936, beginning July 1 next, and requested 
that he be made virtually dictator over 
the allocation of a lump appropriation of 
about $4,000,000,000 in the development of 
his new work relief program. 

32 winners of Rhodes scholarships were 
chosen Jan. 7 by district committees 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions ef the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
ae degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 


Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories’ offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
sducation. Write for catalog. 


HEN YSH>? APPR Ds) Dials Ds, 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE 


PENNSYLVANIA 
The Mercersburg 


Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD "EDWARDS; DDS bi bine, 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY J... STAHR, D:D; 
President 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalogue address 
REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


throughout the country, who interviewed 
ninety-two candidates selected by State 
committees. 

In the first Supreme Court decision on 
the constitutionality of the New Deal legis- 
lation, the oil production control provi- 
sions of the National Recovery Act were 
Jan. 7 held to be invalid. Every member 
of the court except Associate Justice Car- 
dozo concurred in the opinion. 

President Roosevelt in his message to 
Congress on the needs of the Federal bud- 
get recommended that the 3-cent postage 
rate be continued. The President asked 
Congress to provide a total of $870,922,292 
for national defense in all its phases, in- 
cluding non-military and construction work 
proposed for the War and Navy Depart- 
ments. 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE NOTES 


Is President Butler Right? 


In his annual thought-provoking report, 
President Nicholas Murray Butler of 
Columbia, known to us who were gradu- 
ate students as “Nicholas Miraculous,” 
states that the “influence of the tax-sup- 
ported school” (has been put), “on the 
pagan element which believes in no reli- 
gion whatsoever.” 

Dr. Butler concludes, “This fact alone 
would make it doubly imperative that the 
family and the Church should quickly as- 
sume the responsibility which is theirs, and 
offer to children that form of religious 
instructor, if any, which is acceptable to 
their parents.” 

He goes on to say, “From the viewpoint 
of sound educational principle, this is a 
serious state of affairs, since the religious 
inheritance of the race is an essential part 
of the history of that civilization toward 
a knowledge of which it is the chief busi- 
ness of education to lead youth from gen- 
eration to generation. 

“Religious knowledge is passing, all too 
rapidly, out of the educational process.” 
This is a sorry condition, indeed; for the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church is spend- 
ing thousands of dollars annually at Cedar 
Crest, Hood, Franklin and Marshall, 
Catawba, Heidelberg, Mission House, 
Elmhurst, and other colleges. Is it receiv- 
ing value for its expenditures? 


Is There a Religious Age? 
Professor Twitmeyer, a prominent psy- 
chologist at the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, once told a men’s club of Holy Trinity 
parish that they could build up a Church 
by concentrating on the adolescent. That 
is the age at which religion has the most 
vivid appeal. But if the college does not 
recognize this age, can the family and the 

Church meet their responsibility? 


Church Support of Education 


There are three reasons why the Church 
has difficulty in reaching the late adole- 
scent of college age: the fact that the 
college undergraduate is away from home 
over half the year; the fact that only half 
of our American citizens are Church mem- 
bers, anyway; and the lack of the Church 
staff of highly trained educators who can 
compete in knowledge with college instrue- 
tors. With a 25-minute period Sunday 
morning it is difficult to answer the com- 
plicated religious problems of the Ameri- 
can youth; indeed, 18 hours of college reci- 
tation each week often smothers the short 
period that remains for the Church School. 


The Family Also Has Difficulty — 


The family has equal difficulty in solv- 
ing the problem of religious education. 
The rapid progress America is making in 
education has resulted in two-thirds the 
undergrades’ having parents beneath their 
level in cultural background. We are fac- 
ed with a real problem since the parent 
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COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 
Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 

Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 
Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 

15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 

four colleges last year. Fine school home, 

thorough work and helpful supervision. 

Moderate cost. 

Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Weil-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 
HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 


Salisbury, N. C. 
HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg trains ministers, missionaries, religious 
directors and social workers, and offers also pre- 
medical, pre-law, re-engineering, pre-journalism 
courses, and courses in business administration. 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


is at a disadvantage in giving religious 
training to a son who demands a 20th cen- 
tury approach to religion. For all these 
reasons, the family and the Church are un- 


equipped to face “the responsibility which 


is theirs.” We find this difficulty ably 
met in Reformed Church colleges. 


What the Church College Does 


Taking Cedar Crest as an example of the — 
hundreds of denominational colleges in 
America, we may see what President Ww. 
F. Curtis is doing: 

1. A short 15-minute daily chapel se 
ice offers a novel and varied prog 
(Glee Club members, Wednesday Y. | 
A. programs, lectures by outstan 
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speakers, and varied chapel talks by the 
president and faculty are included. 2. 
Sunday night vespers each week, 6.30 P. 
M., constitute a student contribution. The 
girls select the leaders. 3. Bible study 
and ethics courses are given upperclass- 
men. 4. 400 hours of social work are 
given the 20 per cent of the students who 
take social science. This is an approach 
to the social gospel. 5. Combined Muh- 
lenberg and Cedar Crest College chapel 
services offer beautiful musical programs. 
6. “College Night” and social evening 
services are given in Allentown Churches. 
7. The student has contact with construc- 
tive Christian educators who believe, with- 
out exception, in the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 


Perhaps, in the denominational colleges 
at least, it is not true that “Religious 


knowledge is passing all too rapidly out 
of the educational process.” 
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Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


Christmas Carol Service in Miyagi Col- 
lege, Japan. The true Christmas spirit 
was shown very impressively in the Can- 
dlelight Carol Service rendered by the 
Miyagi College Y. W. C. A. in Sendai, 
Japan, according to the opinion of Miss 
Harriet Smith, one of the English teachers 
in this college. The girls formed in double 
file and were each given candles as they 
approached the room, which was very 
beautifully decorated for Christmas. The 
room was dark except for a large lighted 
candle held by the Y. W. C. A. President 
up in the front of the room. As the groups 
marched, singing carols, they approached 
the President, each lighting her small 
candle from the large one, and then form- 
ed an unbroken circle of singers and 
lighted candles. A devotional service of 
Scripture and prayer were then offered, a 
talk given by one of the Bible course 
girls, and carols sung at different times 
by various groups of girls unannounced. 
Then two of the best trained singers in 
the college sang a duet. The service closed 
with each girl receiving a bag of cookies 
and a Christmas card as they walked out 
from the room singing carols. Miss Smith 
says: “There was no noise, no fuss, but 
beautiful simplicity. It was the most 
beautiful and impressive Christmas service 
I have attended in Japan, and probably 
the most impressive student-planned ser- 
vice I have ever seen anywhere.” 


Sad News from Japan. We were shock- 
ed to hear the sad news of the sudden 
death in Japan of Rev. Christopher Noss, 
D.D., one of our oldest and most faithful 
missionaries. Dr. Noss was born in 1869. 
After graduating from Franklin and Mar- 
shall College and the Lancaster Theo- 
logical Seminary, he went to Japan in 
1895. Due to the illness of his wife, they 
came to America in 1905 and shortly after 
the first Mrs. Noss died, leaving six small 
children. During his stay in America, Dr. 
Noss served as a professor in Franklin 
and Marshall College. However, he longed 
to return to Japan, and in 1910, after re- 
marrying, the Nosses returned to Japan 
and were stationed at Wakamatsu, where 
he became an Evangelistic Missionary. 
Here they have carried on a very fine 
piece of Christian work among the people 
of Wakamatsu and surrounding country. 
The Noss family came home on furlough 
in 1931, and while living in the mission- 
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ary Home at Lancaster, both Dr. and Mrs. 
Noss gave of their services freely to the 
Church and many of us were privileged 
to hear them speak. In September, 1933, 
Dr. Noss returned to Japan, Mrs. Noss 
remaining in America to look after the 
interests of her children, who are in school 
here in America. It was while Dr. Noss 
had gone to Aomori, Japan, to spend the 
Christmas holidays with his son George 
and family, missionaries there, that he 
was stricken Dec. 26, with a cerebral 
hemorrhage which caused his death. Dr. 
Noss was buried in Sendai, Japan, Satur- 
day, Jan. 5. Our hearts go out in sym- 
pathy to the wife and children. 


The W. M. S. of St. Paul’s Church, Lan- 
caster, Pa., held its annual Missionary 
Mother and Daughter banquet in the so- 
cial rooms of the Church, Friday evening, 
Dee. 28, which was attended by about 100 
persons. The banquet was opened with a 
devotional period, followed by greetings 
from the mothers¢to the daughters, given 
in a happy vein by Mrs. G. A. Sayres. 
Miss Grace Walker responded with a toast 
to the mothers. Mrs. Emily Brown sang 
“The Song the Angels Sang’. The main 
address of the evening was given by Miss 
Minerva, Weil, missionary to China home 
on furlough. Miss Weil gave a vivid idea 
of the Red troubles in China which make 
the missionary work there so hazardous. 
The Mothers and Daughters of the pre- 
vious year were revealed. The banquet 
was closed with a prayer by Miss Weil. 


Calvary Church, Reading, Pa., presented 
a Thank Offering Pageant, “The Vision of 
Sir Launfal’, on Sunday evening, Nov. 25, 
in the Church auditorium. The pageant 
was directed by Miss Laura Althouse and 
was given in a very splendid manner. The 
men’s Bible class and the young women’s 
class in the S. S. came to the service in a 
body as a surprise to the missionary 
women who had planned the program. 


ONE BOOK A WEEK 


(Continued from Page 2) 


out of these victims was born a line of 
heroes and saints. 


At the same time another volume, 
“Stages on the Road” (Alfred A. Knopf), 
appears which is of equal value and which 
is also the story of the saints who took 
part in the conquest. The first third of 
the book is devoted to the dramatic life 
of Raymond Lull. It is a good thing to 
have that story better known, especially 
to the Norwegians themselves. Also it is 
good to have the story of Margaret Cli- 
theroe, the martyr. Here too is the story 
of Angela Mereci, the founder of the Ursu- 
lines. The latter part of the book con- 
tains an extended discussion of Miss Und- 
set’s own personal religious views. This 
is interesting, for it goes into the story 
of her conversion and gives the reasons 
for religion which are convincing. She 
also throws much light on the views of her 
characters. Some time, one can see from 
these random opinions, Miss Undset can 
give us a biography of her religious life, 
a sort of Aeneid of her spiritual pilgrim- 
age. 

“You call him a dumb ox; I tell you 
that the Dumb Ox will bellow so loud some 
day that his bellowing will fill the world.” 
This is what Albert the Great remarked 
about ,Thomas in 1248 when he was a 
schoolboy in Paris and his classmates were 
making fun of him because of his big lum- 
bering gait and his equally lumbering 
mind. G. K. Chesterton quotes it at the 
beginning of his new life of “St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the Dumb Ox” (Sheed & Ward). 
Mr. Chesterton has undertaken to write 
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the biography in a small volume of 250 
pages corresponding to his life of St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi. Well, he has undertaken an 
impossible task. St. Francis’s life was full 
of romance, action, drama, out of doors, 
companionship of beasts as well as men. 
He was lithe of figure and moved as free 
as the winds. St. Thomas lived almost 
entirely a life of the mind. He was big, 
clumsy, fat, and had little to do with men. 
He concealed himself until his folks let 
him have his own way, then he appeared 
to the world. He had some means of his 
own and he turned down his castle of 
Monte Cassino to become a Friar of the 
new order of Dominic, the Spaniard. He 
settled down in the new Order, turned the 
most powerful intellect the world has ever 
known perhaps to bear upon Pagan philos- 
ophy and out of it built new worlds. The 
whole Christian structure of thought was 
erected by him. 

In retelling the story of St. Martin of 
Tours under the caption “The Greatest 
Saint of France,” Professor Lquis Foley of 
the English Department of Western State 
Teachers College, has rendered an inestim- 
able service to the religious community 
(The Morehouse Publishing Company). In 
300 pages he has accomplished the impos- 
sible. He has spread a great canvas, made 
an age to live again—a most dramatie 
age—and lifted an age out of obscurity 
into light. St. Martin has been spoken of 
as the most saintly man who has lived 
since Christ Himself. However this may 
be, it has to be remembered that St. Mar- 
tin wrote nothing; he left to others the 
care of bequeathing to posterity the story 
of his life, his teaching and his example. 
He is well known to Europe—not so widely 
known to America. 

I have kept to the end “Everyman’s Book 
of Saints,” by C. P. S. Clarke, M.A., Pre- 
bendary of Salisbury Cathedral (The More- 
house Publishing Company). This is a 
classic, first published in 1914 and calling 
for repeated editions. And well it might, 
for it is beautifully written — 120 short 
sketches—averaging five or six pages and 
with many reproductions of the great ar- 


tists. It will be a permanent addition to 
our religious literature—indeed is already 
such 


and that religious library is lacking 
in two or three of the things needful 
which lacks these volumes. 


—Frederick Lynch. 


OB Tie aay 


REV. JOHN WILLIAM GILDS 

The Rev. John W. Gilds, pastor of the 
Nockamixon-Tinicum Charge, died at his 
home in Riegelsville, Pa., on Dee. 20, 1934. 
He was born in Lewistown, on the 3rd of 
August, 1871. He attended Ursinus Col- 
lege and received his Bachelor of Divinity 
degree at Ursinus Seminary. 

On June 23, 1898, he was united in mar- 
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riage to Sarah Steinmetz. During the 34 
years of his ministry he served but two 
charges. From 1900 to 1908 he was the 
pastor of Memorial Church, Easton. From 
1908 to 1934 he served the Tinicum Charge. 
To this charge there was added in 1924 St. 
Luke’s Church of Ferndale, and the charge 
was henceforth named the Nockamixon- 
Tinicum Charge. For the past 11 years 
Brother Gilds had made Riegelsville his 
place of residence. Asa citizen of Riegles- 
ville, he took an active interest in the af- 
fairs of his community and for several 
years prior to his death had served as a 
member of the borough council. 

The funeral services, which were held 
Dec. 24, in St. Luke’s Church, Ferndale, 
were in charge of Rey. Samuel J. Kirk, 
president of Tohickon Classis, and neigh- 
bor of the deceased. Others assisting in 
the funeral service were: Rev. Charles B. 
Weaver of Perkasie, who was pastor of the 
Ferndale Church before its union with the 
Nockamixon-Tinicum Charge; Rev. Charles 
Mogul, Lutheran pastor of St. Luke’s 
Church; and Rev. Allen 8. Fisher of Tini- 
cum Lutheran Church. The Church was 
filled with the members of the charge and 
friends. Most of the ministers of Tohickon 
Classis were present. The members of the 
three consistories served as pall-bearers, 
two from each consistory serving as ac- 
tive bearers: Newberry Hager and Francis 
Shive, of Nockamixon; Wilson Hager and 
James Quimby, of Upper Tinicum; Oscar 
Ott and Quintus Lerch, of Lower Tinicum, 
The wealth of floral tributes attested to 
the high esteem in which Brother Gilds 
was held by his congregations and the pub- 
lic generally. On the day preceding the 
funeral service, Sunday, Dec. 23, hundreds 
of members of his congregations and 
friends called at the family residence to 
pay their respects. 

Brother Gilds is survived by his widow; 
by two sons; Roy, of New Haven, Comn.; 
and John, of Riegelsville. A third son, 
William, died in 1924. Two sisters also 
survive: Mrs, J. Harry Weller, of Day- 
tona Beach, Florida; and Mrs. Wm. Lease, 
Walkersville, Md. There are three grand- 
children. Interment was in the Easton 
Cemetery. 

“There is a gulf that must be crossed; 

Saviour, be near to aid; 
Whisper, when my frail bark is tossed, 
Tis I; be not afraid.” 
—Samuel J. Kirk. 


MRS. E. E. ARDERY 


Since the writer of this obituary resign- 
ed as the pastor of St. John’s Church, Bel- 
lefonte, Pa., in the year 1925, quite a 
number of the old and faithful members 
have passed from the Church militant to 
the Church triumphant. On the first day 
of the New Year, Mrs. Mary L. Ardery, 
the wife of Elder E. E. Ardery, of Belle- 
fonte, Pa., passed into her eternal home. 
Mrs. Ardery was the daughter of John 
C. and Amelia Stover, and was born at 
Aaronsburg, Pa., on Mar. 7, 1862, making 
her age 72 years, 9 mos. and 24 days. At 
an early age she united with the Church 
and has been a faithful member all these 
years. She was devoted to her Church and 
always found at the regular services on 
Sunday and during the week. The Ladies’ 
Aid, the W. M. Society and the Sunday 
School numbered her among the members 
who could always be depended upon as a 
willing worker. It was 50 years ago that 
she married Mr. Ardery, then a school 
teacher of Martha Furnace, Pa. Soon after 
they moved to Bellefonte, where they have 
lived ever since. Mrs. Ardery leaves to 
mourn her departure, her husband and two 
daughters, Mrs. Lela Cole, for many years 
the faithful organist in St. John’s Church, 
and Miss Verna H., at home, who is a 
member of the Bellefonte High School fac- 
ulty. Mrs. Katie Weaver of Aaronsburg, 
is a sister, and the only surviving one of 
several children. Funeral services were 
held from her late home on Reynolds Ave., 
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Friday, Jan. 5, and were conducted by her 
pastor, the Rev. Ernest W. Moyer. Burial 
was made in Union Cemetery, Bellefonte. 


—A. M. 5S. 


MRS. OSCAR F. SMITH 


The first day of the New Year 1935 
saw the fleeting soul of Mrs. Oscar F. 
Smith depart to its reward. The departed 
was one of the consecrated workers in St. 
Paul’’s Church, Northampton, Pa. The 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
Kuhns, was reared in the Reformed Church 
and for 53 years was actively engaged as 
a teacher with the primary and beginners 
in the Chureh School. Three years ago 
the Pennsylvania State Association pre- 


. sented her with the 50-year service jewel, 
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which was one of her proudest possessions. 
Her lovable traits, genial personality and 
sincere frankness made this mother a posi- 
tive factor in the life of the community. 
Surviving is an only son, she having been 
left a widow 15 years ago, Ralph Smith, a 
teacher in the Northampton High School. 
This only son and child has been very 
active in the Church and Sunday School, 
and as President of the local Rotary Club. 
Two grandsons also survive, who shall also — 
be true to their heritage of Christian ser- — 
vice. 


Cemetery on Jan. 5, under the direction 
of her pastor. “The heroic and pure live 
forever, even among those who remain to 
follow their splendid example.”—8. & 8S. 
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The funeral was held in St. Paul’s — 
Church, when the house of God was filled 
-to capacity, and interment in Fairview — 
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